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a priest who was an old friend of ours,

before I was personally acquainted with

the Prophet Joseph. I clipped every ar-

gument he advanced, until at last he

came out and began to rail against "Joe

Smith," saying, "that he was a mean

man, a liar, money digger, gambler, and a

whoremaster;" and he charged him with

everything bad, that he could find lan-

guage to utter. I said, hold on, brother

Gillmore, here is the doctrine, here is the

Bible, the Book of Mormon, and the rev-

elations that have come through Joseph

Smith the Prophet. I have never seen

him, and do not know his private char-

acter. The doctrine he teaches is all I

know about the matter, bring anything

against that if you can. As to anything

else I do not care. If he acts like a devil,

he has brought forth a doctrine that will

save us, if we will abide it. He may get

drunk every day of his life, sleep with his

neighbor's wife every night, run horses

and gamble, I do not care anything about

that, for I never embrace any man in my

faith. But the doctrine he has produced

will save you and me, and the whole

world; and if you can find fault with that,

find it. He said, "I have done."

It is the fashion in the world to

embrace men in their faith, or a fine

meetinghouse, or a genteel congregation,

thinking, "O, what perfect order, and

how pretty they look; how straight they

walk to meeting, and how long their

faces are during the services; how pretty

that deacon looks under the pulpit; the

people are so pretty, the meetinghouse is

so nice, that we want to join such pretty

people." Such feelings will take a peo-

ple to hell. Embrace a doctrine that will

purge sin and iniquity from your hearts,

and sanctify you before God, and you are

right, no matter how others act.

I wish you all to understand that

no Elders go to any place among the

world, but what the wicked find fault

with the people of God. They found fault

with Joseph Smith, and at length killed

him, as they bare a great many others

of the Latter-day Saints. What for? Be-

cause of his wickedness? No. But the

cry was, "Away with him, we cannot do

with this man nor with his people." Did

they hate him for his evil works? No.

If he had been a liar, a swearer, a gam-

bler, or in any way an evildoer, and of

the world, it would have loved its own,

and they would have embraced him, and

nourished and kept him. If he had been

a false prophet they never would have

lifted a hand against him, because he

could have spread still more delusion

through the world around him.

We are hated, because we are righ-

teous. If we have sinned, the people in

Texas know nothing about it; they can-

not in truth find a word of fault with

the character of this people, except with

the few we have on hand ready to beat

them at their meanness. The Lord wants

those few here to fulfil His words and

purposes, and they are fit for no other

place. The sheep and the goats, the

calves and the pigs, are all good in their

places. The Lord will make use of us

to His glory; and though a good many

of those who now profess to be good

Latter-day Saints may meet condemna-

tion, even their course will finally result

to the glory of God. Are these ideas cor-

rect? Judge ye.

Now, brethren, let me say a fewwords

to you. Let us repent of our backslidings

and tell the people of Texas that we ask

no odds of them, nor of anyone else but

our Father and our God, and those we

are associated with in His kingdom. As

brother Benjamin has exhorted you, con-

fess your faults to the individuals that

you ought to confess them to, and pro-

claim them not on the housetops. Be

careful that you wrong not yourselves.


