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If the High Priests, who are clothed

with the Priesthood which is after the or-

der of God, should be prohibited a Gospel

ordinance, until they make good that

which they may have done wrong, why

should you as a people partake of these

emblems upon any other conditions? If

you do you eat damnation unto your-

selves, and you will become sickly and

pine away and die.

Paul, in his first epistle to the

Corinthians, 11th chap. and 26th, 27th,

28th, 29th and 30th verses, has written

as follows—

"26. For as often as ye eat this bread,

and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's

death till he come.

"27. Wherefore whosoever shall eat

this bread, and drink this cup of the

Lord, unworthily, shall be guilty of the

body and blood of the Lord.

"28. But let a man examine himself,

and so let him eat of that bread, and

drink of that cup.

"29. For he that eateth and drinketh

unworthily, eateth and drinketh damna-

tion to himself, not discerning the Lord's

body.

"30. For this cause many are weak

and sickly among you, and many sleep."

According to Paul you perceive that

those who partook of the bread and wine

unworthily, became sickly and died; but

those that eat and drink worthily will

receive life and salvation by partaking.

Now, gentlemen and ladies, what do you

think of partaking of this bread and this

wine in remembrance of the Lord Jesus

Christ?

Some of you, doubtless, have been

guilty of committing more or less sin,

of being more or less rebellious to

the authorities of this Church, and

to the Priesthood and government of

God, and then coming and partaking

of this sacrament. Do not such per-

sons comprehend that they are drinking

damnation to themselves? Why should

persons wish to partake of this sacra-

ment, when they know that they are un-

worthy?

I want to warn you and forewarn you

not to trifle with this ordinance, nor to

indulge in any unwise conduct. I desired

the opportunity of telling youmy feelings

before this bread is dedicated and conse-

crated. I do not consider that it is dedi-

cated and consecrated to any person that

cannot eat it with an upright heart, or

to one that will eat it and then live in a

course of rebellion against God and His

authority.

I do not consider that one of my wives,

or one of my children, has a right to par-

take of these emblems, until they make

a full and proper restitution to me, if

they have offended me. Why is this? Be-

cause I am their head, I am their gover-

nor, their dictator, their revelator, their

prophet, and their priest, and if they

rebel against me they at once raise a

mutiny in my family.

I forbid all unworthy persons partak-

ing of this sacrament; and if such do par-

take of it, they shall do it on their own

responsibility, and not on mine. In par-

taking unworthily, a person is corroding

and destroying himself, not me. This or-

dinance is administered on condition of

your living in righteousness, and of your

hearts being true to your God and to your

brethren.

How can you love your God and Jesus

Christ, and not love those that He has

sent to you to do you good? Can you love

God and His Son Jesus Christ, and not

take the counsel pointed out by brother

Brigham and those that are sent to you?

Jesus says, "If you love me, keep my

commandments;" and brother Brigham

and his counselors can say, if you love

God, love us and keep our command-

ments. Why? Because brother Brigham

is placed as God's agent to us in the flesh.


