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assist him in this work. And when the

people repent and are found to be on the

right track, the Bishop lays the rod on

the shelf.

This is the case with brother

Brigham. Does he chastise this, that,

and the other man, because he likes the

job? No. You know that he is mild, and

is a father to this people; and were I

to take any exception to his course, it

would be on account of his being so mer-

ciful. Why? Because he is more merciful

than I am. When he extends mercy to

the people, he deals it out more lavishly

than I would, unless the Lord should

lead me as he does him. I have not so

much mercy, so much of God and eternal

life in me as brother Brigham has in him;

it does not belong to me to have so much,

for he stands at the fountain of life; he

descends below all things and ascends

above all things to this dispensation.

I hear men undertake to laugh and

joke in their familiar chat with each

other, and say that they heard brother

Brigham say this or that, and that they

saw brother Brigham do this, that, or the

other, and strive to justify themselves on

that account. But brother Brigham com-

mands an influence that you do not com-

mand, and cannot be thrown off the line

of propriety and truth, as easily as you

and I. When men do not know the power

that constrains them, they ought to be

cautious how they speak and how they

act.

Brother Brigham is a father to the

Quorums of this Church; and when the

people are right, has he a disposition to

chastise them? No, he has a fatherly

feeling to bless them, and so has brother

Heber. I do not know whether I have as

much of that feeling as either of them,

with regard to the Church, but I do not

suppose that there is a man on the earth

that is fonder of children than I am. If

I do not like old people so well as some

do, I like children well enough to balance

the deficiency.

I would be glad to see more peace,

mercy, truth, equity, justice, and righ-

teousness made manifest in the midst of

this people. We want the hay, the straw,

the wood, the stubble, the dross, and ev-

ery impure principle burnt up. When a

man is wrong and will turn round and

do right, I love him better than I did be-

fore. We do not feel like casting you off,

like casting you into the mire, and saying

"God Almighty damn you." "Get out of

the mud and may the Lord God of Israel

bless you" is what we say. I had rather

bless ten men than curse one. I am not

led to curse, but I am led to chastise in-

iquity, to bring out the alloy, expose sins

and bring to light that which is wrong

among the people; but I do not want to

curse them.

I tell you that the devil is working

against us, and Lucifer is in the land.

Did you know that he had come to this

country? Let me tell you the news today,

if you have not heard it; he has come to

this country and has been seen, the real

old fellow himself, the same Lucifer that

was cast down from heaven.

Another thing; did you know that all

hell is let out for noon? The master is

in the schoolhouse, therefore. When we

talk of hell we mean uncle Jim, uncle

Bill, uncle Sam, and all our uncles and

cousins over the wide world. We mean

old Babylon, the confusion that is over

the wide world.

But thanks be to our God, and to high

heaven, the light of God is here and the

truth of God is here, and we have waged

a war with Lucifer, under the banner of

the Lord Jesus Christ. May we be able to

stand in the contest and overcome. We

bring no railing accusation against our

common enemy, but we tell him and his

host that they must surrender. We say


