TEMPTATION AND TRIALS NECESSARY TO EXALTATION, ETC. 91

for then they might have received a salva-
tion; but they pled with the Lord and with
His servants for an opportunity to prove
themselves, and made use of it to seal their
damnation and become angels to the devil.
They had the opportunity, do you not see
that they had?

If Saints do right and have performed all
required of them in this probation, they are
under no more obligation, and then it is no
matter whether they live or die, for their
work here is finished. This is a doctrine I
believe.

If brother Willie’s company had not
been assisted by the people in these val-
leys, and he and his company had lived
to the best light they had in their posses-
sion, had done everything they could have
done to cross the Plains, and done justice
as they did, asking no questions and hav-
ing no doubting; or in other words, if, af-
ter their President or Presidents told them
to go on the Plains, they had gone in full
faith, had pursued their journey according
to their ability, and done all they could,
and we could not have rendered them any
assistance, it would have been just as easy
for the Lord to send herds of fat buffaloes
to lay down within twenty yards of their
camp, as it was to send flocks of quails or
to rain down manna from heaven to Israel
of old.

My faith is, when we have done all we
can, then the Lord is under obligation,
and will not disappoint the faithful; He
will perform the rest. If no other assistance
could have been had by the companies
this season, I think they would have had
hundreds and hundreds of fat buffaloes
crowding around their camp, so that they
could not help but kill them. But, under
the circumstances, it was our duty to assist
them, and we were none too early in the
operation.
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It was not a rash statement for me to
make at our last Conference, when I told
you that I would dismiss the Conference,
if the people would not turn out, and that
I, with my brethren, would go to the as-
sistance of the companies. We knew that
our brethren and sisters were on the Plains
and in need of assistance, and we had the
power and ability to help them, therefore it
became our duty to do so.

The Lord was not brought under ob-
ligation in the matter, so He had put the
means in our possession to render them
the assistance they needed. But if there had
been no other way, the Lord would have
helped them, if He had had to send His
angels to drive up buffaloes day after day,
and week after week. I have full confidence
that the Lord would have done His part;
my only lack of confidence is, that those
who profess to be Saints will not do right
and perform their duty.

You hear the testimony of the brethren
with regard to the feasibility of the hand-
cart mode of traveling; that testimony and
their experience have fully sustained the
correctness of the views and feelings of
myself and others upon that subject from
the beginning. It is the very essence of my
feelings that the people in this house, if we
wanted to cross the Plains next season to
the States, could start from here with hand-
carts, and beat any company in traveling
that would cross the Plains with teams, and
be better of and healthier. These are my
feelings, and they have been all the time.

I have argued the point before the
people that they are not aware of their
ability, that they do not know what they
can do; that they are healthier when they
live in the open air. What gives the people
colds and makes them sick? You hear
many say, ‘I had not had a cold this fall,
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