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Do I look upon these brethren and

sisters that come in with handcarts

with any less degree of respect than I

should if they had come with horses,

with dromedaries, with mules and swift

beasts? No, I do not; but I feel that they

have accomplished a good work in thus

coming to Zion, in the way the Presi-

dency have pointed out.

I feel to rejoice also to see the Spirit

and power of God poured out so power-

fully upon the Presidency of the Church

and those who have been faithful either

at home, or those who have been on mis-

sions abroad.

The Presidency of the Church are

calling upon us as a people to repent and

put off our sins. It is right, it is just that

we should awake and reform, for we have

got to have the same spirit; we have to

wake up from the deep sleep and slum-

bering condition in which we find our-

selves. We must arise to a sense of our

position and to understand the signs of

the times, and become acquainted with

what the Lord requires at our hands.

I am satisfied, and have been for

some length of time, that the Lord

would open some way of relief for the

poor Saints; it would require all the

Saints that are upon the earth with their

means—I was going to say that it would

require all the means in the world to

bring the poor in the way they have

been gathering. There must be a change

in the way of the gathering, in order

to save them from the calamities and

the scourges that are coming upon the

wicked nations of the earth. It would re-

quire more gold than all the Saints pos-

sess upon the earth, to gather the Saints

unto Zion from all nations in the way

they have been gathering, but now the

handcart operation has been introduced

to this people, it will bring five here to

where one has been brought heretofore.

I rejoice in all those men who have

stood up to their posts as men of God,

and defended the words of His servants,

and assisted in carrying out their plans

and designs in gathering the people from

the nations; they have been inspired by

the power of the great God, and they

have carried the words of His servants

into operation with success, and had it

not been so, the devil would have gained

a great victory over the Saints; they have

conquered, and this has been the case in

every operation that we as a people have

taken in hand under the direction of the

servants of God.

The moment that you take in hand

any new operation in the kingdom of

God, that moment you have to renew

your warfare, and the Saints will find

that wherein they undertake any new

enterprise and are sent to the nations of

the earth, the devil will be up against

them. Look how he raged when the

Prophet Joseph commenced preaching

upon this continent, and then again

when we went from this country to Eu-

rope, it seemed as if all hell was let loose.

As soon as brothers Kimball and Hyde

arrived in England, all the devils in Eu-

rope, or in England at any rate, were let

loose upon them, and it was precisely the

same in London when the brethren went

there; and I will say still further, it has

been so in every place.

I thank God that those men that have

been appointed to lead these handcarts

have been filled with the Holy Spirit, and

have had courage and faith to carry out

the plan designed by the servants of the

Almighty. It is an omen, not only to

the Jews, but to the Gentiles; it shows

them that there is a God in Israel whose

power and Priesthood have been commit-

ted into the hands of men upon the earth,

and their works cause "the wisdom of the

wise to perish, and the understanding of

the prudent to be hid;" and this power

and principle is felt by the great and the

mighty among men.


