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I feel thankful that the Lord has pre-
served our brethren the missionaries, and
that they have been permitted to return to
our midst, and that we have the privilege of
greeting them, and that we can rejoice to-
gether in the goodness and mercy of God.

I wish to say a few words to the Elders.
I suppose we are all Elders; do you teach
your families the way of life and salvation?
Do you teach your wives and children the
counsel of God? We should impress upon
the minds of our children the evil conse-
quences of committing sin or breaking any
of the laws of God, they should be made
to understand that by doing wrong they
will inherit sorrow and tribulation which
they can easily escape by doing right, and
they should learn this principle by precept
without learning sorrow and affliction by
experience from doing wrong.

We as a people should be humble, be
prayerful, be submissive to the powers that
be, that we may receive the promised bless-
ings of our Heavenly Father.

I want now to say a few words upon
the subject of our reformation. The
Presidency have called upon us to reform
our ways, to renew our covenants, and to
commence to live the lives of Saints. I take
this liberty because I have the opportunity
of speaking to you. I say then that they
have called upon us to put on the whole
armor, to reform our conduct. Men hav-
ing authority have called upon us to for-
sake our wickedness and our follies, and
I may here say that the Presidency have
preached to the people in this Territory,
not only for the last month, but for the last
year, and I have thought that it was a good
deal like throwing a ball against a rock, it
did not penetrate but bounded back, but
they have told us that we were asleep as a
people, and we have been told of the con-
dition that we are in by the Prophets of
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God, and as brother Grant has said, we
may take the Church as a body with the
Priesthood, with but few exceptions, and we
have been asleep. What! Should the Apostles
of Jesus Christ go to sleep, men who ought
to have their minds upon nothing else but
the things of the kingdom of God? No, they
should not, they should not be asleep, but
they have not always felt as they should feel.
You may take the Twelve, and the
Seventies, and High Priests, and all
the other quorums, except the First
Presidency, and they have been more or
less asleep. I believe the First Presidency
have been awake or they would not have
known that we were asleep, and they now
think that it is time for us to awake and
arise from our slumbers, and I feel so too.
I will tell you how I feel about it; men
bearing the Priesthood of God, it is a sol-
emn truth, and you know it as well as I do,
that almost all the male members in this
land bear the holy Priesthood of the Most
High, and yet at the same time we have
had more stealing, more lying, more swear-
ing in one year than there should have
been in a thousand; we have had more
stealing here in Utah than has been for our
credit, and when you have taken up that
you may also take up every other sin and
pile them up together and what is our con-
dition before God? Why, we have violated
our covenants which we made at the waters
of baptism. What is the use then of our
saying that we have been righteous, that
we have been holy, when we have actually
been in a sound sleep, when we have been
so much out of the way? It is no use what-
ever, and the time of sifting and purifying
the Saints has come, and for one [ am will-
ing to put on the garment, and keep it on,
until we burn out all the evil that exists.
Why will we suffer our hearts to be
set upon the things of the world,
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