
took hold of my coat; I said, “What is 
wanted, lady?” “I want to be baptized.” 
I jumped from the barrel and baptized 
twenty-five persons, some of whom are 
here. That was nineteen years ago, when 
“Mormonism” was introduced into that 
nation; I went over about the time when 
the Church was broken up in Kirtland, 
and when there were not twenty persons 
on the earth that would declare that Joseph 
Smith was a Prophet of God.

When we returned from England, 
we could report from two thousand to 
twenty-five hundred Saints added to the 
Church, after being away about eleven 
months. When we got back the Church 
was all driven from Ohio, and we went to 
Missouri. I arrived there in time to be sick 
three weeks; and then the mob prevailed 
and we were driven out.

And as fast as we could get well and get 
out of a place, I was taken sick and driven 
again. That is the way I have been kept go-
ing, and I expect to be kept going in that 
way, if this people do not do right and 
keep the commandments of God.

“Live your religion,” keep the com-
mandments of God, listen to the servants 
of God, and you will stand forever, and the 
world cannot trouble you.

Last Sabbath I referred to the conduct 
of the ancient inhabitants of this continent, 
and the dealings of the Lord with them; and 
it is the only way in which those who profess 
to be the people of God are kept humble. 
When they prospered in riches they were 
lifted up, and God sent famine and pesti-
lence among them, and sickness and death, 
until He pretty much destroyed the nation, 
until they humbled themselves; and I wish 
to apply that experience to this people, and 
they will feel it if they do not repent.

Your ears may hear my words, but  
do  my  word s  en t e r  you r  h e a r t s ?

Will you repent sincerely before God? If 
you will, we never will be afflicted, no, 
never. I do not know of any way for this 
people to appreciate their blessings, only 
by affliction and by being brought into 
sorrow. And if you do not repent, the little 
we saw night before last, when the hand-
cart train came in, will be no comparison 
to the straitened circumstances you will be 
brought into; and people will look upon us 
and weep to see the suffering and affliction 
that we will be brought into.

Many of this people have broken their 
covenants by speaking evil of one another, 
by speaking against the servants of God, 
and by finding fault with the plurality of 
wives and trying to sink it out of existence. 
But you cannot do that, for God will 
cut you off and raise up another people 
that will carry out His purposes in righ-
teousness, unless you walk up to the line of 
your duty. On the one hand there is glory 
and exaltation; and on the other no tongue 
can express the suffering and affliction this 
people will pass through, if they do not 
 repent.

Brother Brigham is placed here, and he 
has chosen men to stand by him, holding 
the keys of life and salvation to this people; 
and we shall bear off the kingdom, even 
though there be but few that will stick to 
us. They cannot be shaken, for God says 
everything that can be shaken shall be 
shaken, and that which cannot be shaken 
shall remain.

Scores will shake, and the earth will be 
caused to shake, and the thunders will roll 
and the lightnings flash, and the desolation 
of famine and pestilence awaits the world 
and its inhabitants.

How many times I have told you to take 
care of your grain and not waste it, for before 
another harvest many of you will see such 
times as you did the past season. Some do
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