THE HANDCART ENTERPRISE, ETC.

traveling we wanted to wait, and see if
the experiment would work well.

The subject is popular in those coun-
tries, and the hardest part of my talking
was to find the means to bring out the
many that were urgently teasing me to
let them come. When the first handcart
company came in it was a soul stirring
time; banners were flying, bands of mu-
sic played, and the citizens turned out al-
most en masse to greet them. But they
will yet come with handcarts by thou-
sands, and when they get here, they will
be most likely to enjoy "Mormonism."

This time we have not been preaching
them easy and smooth things, for we had
heard of the hard times you have had in
the valleys, and we have invited them to
come and share with you; and we have
given them to understand that in coming
here they came to work out their salva-
tion.

The Saints that are now on the
Plains, about one thousand with hand-
carts, feel that it is late in the season,
and they expect to get cold fingers and
toes. But they have this faith and confi-
dence towards God, that He will overrule
the storms that may come in the season
thereof and turn them away, that their
path may be freed from suffering more
than they can bear.

They have confidence to believe that
this will be an open fall; and I tell you,
brethren and sisters, that every time
we got to talking about the handcarts
in England, and on the way, we could
not talk long without prophesying about
them. On shipboard, at the points of
outfit, and on the Plains, every time
we spoke we felt to prophesy good con-
cerning them. We started off the rear
company from Florence about the first
of September, and the Gentiles came
around with their sympathy, and their
nonsense, trying to decoy away the sis-
ters, telling them that it was too late in
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the season, that the journey would be too
much for their constitutions, and if they
would wait until next year, themselves
would be going to California, and would
take them along more comfortably.

When we had a meeting at Florence,
we called upon the Saints to express
their faith to the people, and requested
to know of them, even if they knew that
they should be swallowed up in storms,
whether they would stop or turn back.
They voted, with loud acclamations, that
they would go on. Such confidence and
joyful performance of so arduous labors
to accomplish their gathering will bring
the choice blessings of God upon them.

I would like to say a word to the sis-
ters here, for they have a tremendous in-
fluence sometimes. Let me say to some of
those that came out in the earlier years
of our settlement in these valleys, you
thought the journey quite long enough,
and that if it had been a week, a fort-
night, or a month longer, you did not
know how you could have endured it.
Many of you came in wagons, bringing
the comforts of life with you in abun-
dance.

Sisters, think of those fatiguing
times, and stir up your good men in
behalf of those who are footing it,
and pulling handcarts thirteen hundred
miles, instead of riding one thousand as
you did. The aged, the infirm and bowed
down, and those who have been lame
from their birth, are coming along upon
their crutches; and they think it is a
good job if they can walk the most of the
way through the day, and avoid riding all
they can.

Indeed persons of nearly all ages and
conditions are coming. There are also
delicate ladies, these who have been
brought up tenderly from their youth,
and used to going to school and teach-
ing school, playing music, &c.; but when
they received the Gospel they had to
bid goodbye to fathers, and mothers,



