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and were turned out of doors; that

taught them the first principles of gath-

ering up to Zion. And the idea that

there was a place here that could be truly

called home, inspired them to go along,

to the astonishment of their friends, and

kindred, and that of the Gentiles on the

way.

When I think of the devilish doings

of those abroad, I feel wroth in my soul

to see what the Saints have to put up

with. The wicked found, after trying

their best, that they could not coax away

even the most tender and delicate from

their toil of drawing their handcarts,

from fifteen to twenty miles a day. The

Saints are happy to perform this labor,

and make the welkin ring at night, when

their day's toil is over, with their songs of

praise and rejoicings. I could but think

of the way Israel walked in olden times,

when the Lord rained down manna for

bread, and they were not allowed to keep

any till tomorrow, and in that wilder-

ness required of them to build a gorgeous

tabernacle and carry it on their shoul-

ders.

I have thought that the gathering of

the honest in heart in these latter times

is much like that good old mode; and it

must be good, because it is in the Bible.

The Gentiles found that they could not

turn away the good and the faithful, who

are back in the hills pulling their hand-

carts.

Many of those now back are poor,

and had not enough to get away from

their homes with, and now they have

scarcely a change of clothing. If

they can have some slices sent out

to them, and a few blankets to make

them comfortable at night, and flour

enough, with what beef they have along,

to make them a good meal in the

morning, they will make those hand-

carts work powerfully. But if they

are tenderfooted through going shoeless,

and when they lay down at night, if

they lay cold, it will tend to retard

their progress very much, however good

their faith and resolution may be.

I realize in talking to you, and apply-

ing to you for help to aid those brethren

and sisters, that it is as just and worthy

a cause as can be espoused. I pray you,

as you regard those on the Plains, as you

wish them to come and share with you

the words of life and the ordinances of

the House of the Lord, and as you desire

Zion to be strengthened, and righteous-

ness to take the place of wickedness on

the earth, to arise up and bring those

Saints in, for it is late in the season,

and ten to one they will have snowstorms

to encounter; though the Lord will not

let them suffer any more than they have

grace to bear. It is our highest privilege

to do all we can to ameliorate the suffer-

ings of those brethren that are thus try-

ing to work out their emigration.

President Young wrote to me a year

ago, stating that if I got his letter I

should have joy in carrying out his plans;

I testify here that I never entered into

any measures that filled up my soul with

joy, faith, and energy so much as this

plan for gathering of the honest poor.

It was late when I began the work,

but we could not get at it any sooner.

We have wrought with our might, and

brother Daniel Spencer has been a pil-

lar of strength upon which the hopes of

thousands have rested securely. I re-

joice exceedingly with him in the excel-

lent feelings that his own conscience and

bosom inspires him with when he re-

members his labors.

Brother Wheelock has been like an

angel among the churches in the old

countries and they have been strength-

ened in the work we are called to do. We

did not stop to enquire whether the plan

was a feasible one or not, that was none

of our business; and when the word said

handcarts, we understood it so.


