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Brothers Van Cott, Grant, Kimball,

Webb, and others have labored with

all their mights this season. I assure

you it has been by some hard think-

ing, hard working, and doing the best

we could unitedly that we have accom-

plished what we have. But our souls can-

not be satisfied nor rest, until we feel

assured that the brethren and sisters

now on the Plains are brought forward,

and made as comfortable as the circum-

stances of the case will admit of.

Before leaving England, on the 26th

of July, I had the pleasure of welcoming

brothers Pratt and Benson to that inter-

esting and important field of labor. We

had a joyful Conference at Birmingham,

and a Council of the general authorities

of the Church in those countries. Those

brethren expressed themselves very sat-

isfactorily and cheeringly, as to the con-

dition in which they received the work at

our hands; they spoke with great energy

and power. The fire of the Lord was felt

through that Conference, and will be felt

in all the Conferences through the Pas-

tors and Presidents who were with us,

counseling on the condition of the work

of the Lord in the European missions.

The cause of truth is progressing there

as well as here.

It gives me great joy, on returning, to

see what an advancement there is in the

increased outpouring of the Spirit of God

upon this people. Those that stay here

continually cannot so abundantly realize

and appreciate this, as those can who go

out into the world for a season and re-

turn again.

I feel thankful for the privilege

of being with you to try to partake

of that Spirit, and improve with you

in the work of reformation. I re-

alize every time I go out from you,

that the works of darkness are more

consolidated and powerful against the

cause of God on the earth, hence

the Saints need increasing strength

and power. I feel joyful to come back

here, and feel the spirit and influences

that are here.

The brethren that abide here year af-

ter year, do not know the power that is in

them by the workings of the Holy Ghost,

and the exercise of the holy Priesthood;

but when they get out in the field of bat-

tle, where they have to contend against

the adversaries of truth, then they can

realize the strength of the Lord upon

them, they can realize that He is with

them, and makes their labors successful.

It is, I believe, as comforting a

thought as the human soul can enjoy, to

realize the worth of home, while abroad

in the world. When you were first called

to receive the Gospel, many of you were

at once alienated from your homes and

nearest kindred, and have never found a

place where you could feel at home, un-

til you found it among the Saints. This

is the only home for the righteous on the

earth, and blessed is that Saint who can

appreciate it, and enter into the righ-

teousness and power of it, and enjoy its

benefits in their true light and spirit.

I felt today that I could love to sit and

drink in the Spirit's gracious influences.

I could feel, while on my way in from

the Weber, that there was a spirit here

watching over the people, such as is not

to be found anywhere else on the face of

the earth. It is nourishing and cherish-

ing to the servants of God, and the whole

Church in these mountains. How thank-

ful we ought to be. The Lord has brought

His Zion here to strengthen her; to ad-

monish, reprove, build up, and prepare

His Saints for the events that are com-

ing. And I pray the Lord to give us hear-

ing ears and understanding hearts, that

we may always have ready hearts to do

His will.

In ten years past, last July, I have

been sent to England on three mis-

sions; and out of that ten years I


