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gather together to prepare and qualify

themselves for a future day, and evil spir-

its have no power over them, though

they are constantly striving for the mas-

tery. I have seen evil spirits attempt to

overcome those holding the Priesthood,

and I know how they act.

I feel well, and I do not feel to con-

descend to a spirit of mourning. If I do

weep, I will weep for my own sins and

not for Jedediah. If he could speak he

would say, "Weep not for me, but weep

for your own sins."

Before brother Grant was taken sick,

he said that he had unsheathed his

sword, and that it never should be

sheathed again until the enemies of righ-

teousness were subdued; and he fought

the devil up to the last, and used to pro-

claim that he should not prevail on this

earth. I can say that he left us with

his sword unsheathed, and he will help

Joseph and Hyrum and Willard.

Previous to the late Reformation, I

saw brother Willard in a dream. I

dreamed that we had a very large kiln

filled with articles of ware of various

kinds and sizes. Many of them had pre-

viously fallen down, being thin, not hav-

ing strength to remain upright; we had

put the good ones into the kiln and put

in the fire, and had got them consid-

erably warmed; but, somehow or other,

they got cold again, and we thought we

would go down to a certain stream and

get some dry wood, and burn the earth-

enware for use. As we were going to-

wards the stream, brother Willard came

along and said, "Brethren, I am gather-

ing up better fuel than that—some that

will make a bigger fire." So he is, and

Jedediah has gone to help, and the day

will come that many of us will go too;

and as the Lord Almighty lives, and as

my soul lives, we have unsheathed the

sword, and we never will sheath it un-

til the enemies of our God are overcome.

Jedediah has overcome all his enemies.

Brother Brigham says that he will

have hundreds and thousands of boys

right here that will help us with a power

greatly increased beyond that of their

fathers, and I know that it will be so.

When boys go back on the Plains to en-

counter storms and rescue the suffering,

as did David P. Kimball, Stephen Tay-

lor, Joseph A. Young, Ephraim Hanks,

and many others, it makes me feel well.

David took the consecrated oil and went

forth, like a man of God, and anointed

the sick and afflicted, and commanded

them to arise; and those boys acted

valiantly, having been trained up amid

the Saints.

Brother Ephraim Hanks has put a

feather in his cap, through his noble con-

duct in aiding our belated immigration,

he has unsheathed his sword upon the

side of doing good, and I exhort him not

to sheath it again.

I feel encouraged; brother Jedediah

has gone to be with Joseph.

Let us be faithful, and listen to the

words of brother Brigham and brother

Jedediah and those placed to lead us,

and what joy I will have. Would I be will-

ing to lay down my body? Yes, if that

would sooner accomplish so great an ob-

ject, and bring this whole people into a

position where they could see and under-

stand for themselves.

These are my feelings, brethren and

sisters, and may God bless you. To

those who delight in uprightness I am

all blessings, from the crown of my head

to the soles of my feet; but I am heavy

on the tracks of sinners, because I know

that if they do persist in their course,

and if the Quorums do not purify them-

selves quickly, you will see something

that will make you lament; some are

nourishing a cankerworm that they will

not easily get rid of.

Why do you not all listen to brother

Brigham and Jedediah and Heber and

many others? They have had the

spirit of reformation all the time.


