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THE PEOPLE ASLEEP—THOSE HOLDING THE PRIESTHOOD MUST
MAGNIFY THEIR CALLINGS OR BE REMOVED—THE SAINTS TO
BE TRIED EVEN UNTO DEATH
REMARKS BY ELDER WILFORD WOODRUFF, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, DECEMBER 21, 1856
Recorded by G. D. Watt

We have some few missionaries returned
very recently, and I wish to notify them to
meet with us on Tuesday evening in the
Seventies’ Council Hall; and we want all
the Bishops in the city, and the missionar-
ies who have been appointed to labor here,
to meet at the same place, on the same
evening.

I attended the High Priests” meeting last
evening, in company with brothers F. D.
Richards and Lorenzo Snow, and I want
to say to all the High Priests in this city, I
want them to meet with their quorum; and
we are going to meet with you; the Twelve
will meet with you and with the Seventies,
and I want every man who is a president of
Seventies to meet with his quorum at the
time appointed. There was not more than
half the High Priests out last evening,.

We are called upon to wake up and re-
form, and it makes me feel curious when I
go into the High Priests” meeting, and see
not one half of them there when a meeting is
held to prepare them to wake up the people.

I want this people to listen to what they
have heard today. I feel thankful to see
brother Kimball again come into this stand.
I expressed my feelings when I saw the sacra-
ment removed from the table; I felt that it
was a loud sermon to this people; I said I
knew not what would come next; I thought
likely the Presidency would be removed next
from us, not that I expected they would
die; brother Grant, however, is gone; the
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load he undertook to draw killed him, the
same load that was pressing the President
of this Church to the earth, when Jedediah
rose up to bear it off; his spirit was strong
enough, but as brother Kimball said, his
mortal body was not strong enough to bear
its weight. The First Presidency have not
addressed this people but a little time since
the sacrament was removed, therefore I was
glad to see and hear brother Kimball today.

Although Jedediah has been taken
from us, that load, which in a measure has
been removed from the Presidency of this
Church, has not returned unto them, and
I pray it never may. When Jedediah M.
Grant went forth among the people through
the north country and this city to carry out
the views of President Young, and lifted
up his voice like the trump of the angel of
God, and called upon the people to awake
out of their deep sleep and repent of their
sins and turn unto God, the people were so
sound asleep that they did not realize the
importance of his mission; many felt that his
labors and reproofs were unnecessary and
uncalled for, the people did not know what
he was doing. Had the vision of their minds
been open as was brother Grant’s, and those
who sent him, they would have seen and felt
the importance of that mission.

I tell you the people have been asleep, and
they are not yet half awake, they have not
more than one eye open, and not that quite;
when we hear such things as we have to-
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