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I say it was too much trouble to break it?
No, but I should labor to break that ice;
and the thicker the ice, the more persever-
ing I should labor, until I got some of the
water of the crystal fountain.

While paying attention to the prayers
of some persons in their family devo-
tions, I sometimes notice that they often
stop praying without breaking through the
darkness and obtaining the Holy Spirit. If
I found that it was necessary to pray three
hours I would keep praying for that length
of time, or until I got the Spirit, unless I
remembered that I had neglected a special
duty, when I would go and attend to that
duty; after which I should want to return
and pray until I got the Holy Ghost; I
would keep praying until I broke the ice
and obtained the Holy Ghost.

Some think that they have already la-
bored enough to obtain heaven. Such per-
sons put me in mind of Sidney Rigdon,
who said that he had suffered enough to
obtain salvation. He said that the sufferings
of Jesus Christ were light in comparison
with what he had endured, and he would be
damned to hell if he would suffer any more.

I notice that some who gather here
think they have already suffered enough,
and feel like saying, “I will be damned to
hell if T will suffer any more.”

Many of those who have come with
handcarts think that they have done won-
ders, therefore they want every hat hoisted
in deference to them, and every meal bag
gratuitously opened; and they want every-
body to feed, clothe, and lodge them, and
find them everything they need, because
they have dragged a handcart across the
Plains.

You deserve credit for what you
have done, but I make this observa-
tion that you may know that you
have not yet got into the harbor of

JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd 151

eternal life; and that you may not think
that you have not anything to do now that
you have come here, for unless you keep
on the armor, you will be overcome.

We want people that have come here
with their Gospel armor on to keep it on,
that they may shed abroad the light of
God, and the gift of the Holy Ghost. We
have given the same instructions to Elders
that have returned, and we want every class
of men and women in this Church to keep
on the Gospel armor.

I want to say to every institution in our
midst, whether the talent they have is un-
der the supervision of eight, ten, or twelve
men, we wish you to manifest that you
have the Holy Ghost for your guidance,
and then to go to work and convert Great
Salt Lake City. I want you to try your skill
and the power of God upon this city, and
exert yourselves through your Wards, un-
der the direction of the Bishops, that you
may be the means of filling the people with
the Holy Ghost, and in order that you may
have power and discretion to act wisely, see
that you have the light of heaven in your
own hearts.

Many talk of their visions, revelations,
and mighty works; but we have to have
minds and men that think, and have wis-
dom in all their ways. It is for us to occu-
py our minds and direct our labors in the
proper channel, and to use our talents and
intellects as the head shall direct.

There is a drought and has been; the
people have felt too much like putting
their temporal affairs first, and then at-
tending to the spiritual at their leisure.

So much do many act upon this prin-
ciple that their intellectual faculties be-
come dark, they do not get into the light
of the Lord Jesus Christ and of the gift of
the Holy Ghost, of the light of eternity;
but their temporal matters are first and
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