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THE SAINTS HAVE NOT MAGNIFIED THEIR CALLING AS SAVIORS OF
THE LIVING AND THE DEAD—ONENESS—PRACTICAL REPENTANCE
A DISCOURSE BY ELDER LORENZO SNOW, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, JANUARY 4, 1857
Recorded by J. V. Long

Brethren: In consequence of the deep
fall of snow, the present assembly is not so
large this morning as usual, still we may feel
thankful that the spirit of gathering to this
Tabernacle predominates with the Saints.

On the subject of reformation I pre-
sume, brethren, most of us feel alike its
importance and necessity, and that great
diligence is required, and much faith and
spiritual energy, in order to obtain imme-
diate possession of gifts and powers, which,
through our great neglect and dilatoriness
we have failed heretofore in obtaining, but
must absolutely have in order to pass the
fiery ordeal that, by the whisperings of the
Holy Spirit, we feel is fast approaching.
We cannot obtain those blessings unless
we sincerely repent of our sins, and with
deep humility and with prayer and fasting
call mightily on the God of our Fathers
whom we have neglected and whose words
we have set at naught, to listen once more
to the voice of our supplications and pour
out His Holy Spirit upon us, that we may
trim our lamps and have them burning.

Brethren, is it not strange, and should
we not be ashamed of ourselves that after
receiving the words of life, and coming
to a knowledge of glory and immortality
and eternal lives, instead of pressing for-
ward and preparing ourselves for those
blessings, we slacken our pace, close our
eyes, and sink into a state of drowsiness?
It was so with the people of the Lord
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in ancient times, and they were sorely chas-
tised, and such as would not repent were
destroyed.

The word of the Lord through brother
Brigham to this people is to repent speedily
and seek the God of heaven with deep re-
pentance, and this is the mind of the Lord,
and the voice of the Lord which is quick
and powerful, peace and salvation to the
humble and obedient, confusion and de-
struction upon the willful and disobedient.

Brethren, most of you hold high and im-
portant positions in this kingdom, indeed
but few men have lived on the earth that
were placed in so important and respon-
sible situations; the salvation of the pres-
ent world, also many generations past and
generations to come look to you for life,
exaltation, and happiness. High Priests,
Seventies, and ye Elders of Israel, are you
this day prepared with wisdom and power
to officiate for the living and the dead, and
to lay a pure and holy foundation through
your wives and children, that salvation may
go forth to the rising generations; or have
you neglected qualifying yourselves in your
holy callings, and let the cares of the world
occupy your entire thoughts and attention,
and your minds become dull, your spiritual
armor rusty and but little room found in
you for the Holy Ghost to abide?

Brethren, your eye should be single
to the glory of God, to hearkening to
the counsel of brother Brigham, and
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