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rock. The mesmerism of the devil was so

great, so strong that it required the most

stringent teachings to bring the people

to the standard of truth, and to a sense

of their condition.

This you have all realized more or

less in your wards, and at your habita-

tions, truly awful it has been to contem-

plate. Yet for all this the word of the Lord

unto us is not judgment, nor pestilence,

nor plague, nor famine, nor sword, if we

will now awake, repent and live our reli-

gion.

Whoso confesseth and forsaketh his

sins shall find mercy, but they who do

not, have not the promise of mercy. I

wish this morning to warn you against

taking a course which will prevent the

blessings and mercy of God coming unto

you, for now is the time that is most ex-

ceedingly opportune in the favor of God,

and it is a time that will work upon those

that are transgressors, that are dishon-

est with themselves and with others, and

that will endeavor to avoid the truth and

shun the light, avoid the standard and

add sin to transgression, the Lord God

will harden their hearts that they can-

not enter into His mercy. Although we

thus speak we have the assurance that

the people will as a people with heart-

felt penitence and obedience turn unto

Him and be saved. There never was a

time in this dispensation or in any other

that has been so full of mercy in His call-

ing upon us and giving us an opportu-

nity to feel after Him, and if we do this

we shall find Him to be a God at hand

and not afar off; we shall find Him in our

habitations and it is for every man hav-

ing the Priesthood to seek after God with

all his might, mind and strength, and to

obtain the spirit and power of his call-

ing and ordination. There are a great

many among us who have not yet ob-

tained this spirit and power. There is a

great difference among those who dwell

in the light of Zion. Some walk in the

light of others, and some walk having the

light in themselves. There are those, and

always have been, and always will be,

while saviors and saved dwell together,

that walk in the light of others, and do

not get it into their own souls. They

do not seem to think that they ought to

or can have the light in themselves. If

you look, you have an illustration of it

in the difference that exists in the heav-

enly bodies. The sun has light of itself

to warm the earth and the inhabitants of

the earth, has power to give heat, light,

and vegetation to this earth, and to other

heavenly bodies. The moon and other

planets do not appear to have light of

themselves, but they reflect the light of

the sun.

It is right and our duty brethren, for

us to take the light that is offered, and to

take hold of the counsel that is now given

to us and turn from our errors, make

all that is crooked straight, and make

restitution to all that we have injured

that we may go into the waters of bap-

tism and come out clean from everything

that would hinder us from receiving the

light, and that we may receive the Holy

Ghost; that it may be our constant com-

panion, that the light of the Lord may be

in us. If all things are not made right

with each other we shall not be in a po-

sition to obtain the blessings promised,

but if we make all right the Holy Spirit

will be poured out and be a light to our

feet, and a lamp to our path. We shall by

it receive strength and power to magnify

our calling. This is the duty of our men,

and it is the duty of our women to seek

this light and strength, and this help

from the Lord. But it is especially the

duty of men, the Elders of Israel, it is for

them to lay hold, by the power of faith,

and by their Priesthood. Yes brethren, if

we have been mesmerised it is for us to

wake up and do our duties that the light

may go forth from us to others. This is


