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[The speaker jumped and threw his

arms about.]

I am mimicking those persons, in or-

der to show the folly of their conduct. I

want you to understand, and not let men

get these powers on them. It would not

be any wonder if brother Gifford were

to get into that spirit, because that is

the spirit he had before he came into the

Church: and he had it awhile after he

came into the Church, and he feels as

though he had lost all his religion, be-

cause he is not actuated by that wild

spirit. I have seen the manifestations of

those spirits both in America and Eng-

land; they were in this Church in the

first commencement of it in Kirtland.

In the commencement of this Church

the devil came along, and there were

men that saw written letters come down

from the heavens in their presence; that

was in Kirtland, Ohio, 25 or 26 years ago.

Some enthusiastic spirits received those

letters as revelation, and they would

read them to the people. A spirit would

come on those individuals, and they

would begin to run around the house,

and be thrown into all manner of shapes

and convulsions, saying it was the opera-

tion of the Holy Ghost. If you do not look

out, you will get such spirits as those

here. I merely speak of them to give you

a check, that you may be aware of the

course you are taking.

I will tell you what kind of charac-

ters will have those kinds of revelations;

they will be men who have committed

whoredom in our midst, and women who

have played the whore. Good, virtu-

ous men and women are not actuated

by those spirits, because they ask the

Father, in the name of Jesus Christ,

to give them His Spirit, and not those

wild, enthusiastic spirits manifested by

some. How was it with those men in

Kirtland? Almost every one of them

denied the faith and went over the

board, and afterwards we found out that

they were adulterous persons.

As for the gift of tongues, I do not

speak in tongues often. Can I speak in

tongues? Yes, I can speak in a good,

beautiful language to this people at any-

time. Why? Because God gave me the

gift, and He does not give gifts to men

and then take them away again, so long

as those men are doing their duty. They

are gifts, and God gives them to men

and women; and so long as they improve

upon them they do not forfeit them. If

they do not improve upon them, the devil

takes the advantage and will make it

appear like the gifts of God which they

have possessed, as nearly as possible,

and thus they go overboard.

I do not know why it is that I am led

to speak so today, but I am led as I am,

and you may judge whether it is right or

wrong. Can I interpret tongues? Yes, be-

cause that gift is in me, and I have not

forfeited it. Is it in brother Brigham?

Yes, and so is every gift the God ever

gave to His ancient Apostles. God has

given them to brother Brigham, and He

will never take them away from him. He

has the Spirit in him, and so have his

Counselors, that can discern your spir-

its and gifts, whether they are of God or

of the devil. When any of you get up to

speak in tongues, whether you do so by

the power of God or of the devil, I can tell

you which source that tongue came from,

and if it is from the Lord I can interpret

it.

Are the gifts of the Gospel given

to you to fool with? No, neither

are they given to dictate the Church,

nor the Priesthood. Have such things

been done? Yes, thousands of men

and women have received revelations

and stood up to dictate the President,

the Prophet, the Seer, and Revelator,

in his Priesthood. When we came

to find out who such characters were,


