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stand me, but there are some, perhaps,

who do not, because I have spoken by

comparison rather than to expose the

meanness of the corrupt. I am ashamed

to speak of the sins that some are guilty

of. I have not said anything about the

world, and do you suppose that I am go-

ing to speak about the world, so long as

there are evils in our midst equally as

bad as they commit?

There are a great many old men who

have the Priesthood upon them, who

have been in the Church from the begin-

ning, and yet they are spiritually dead.

What is the matter? I can expose them,

I can tell you just what ails them, and

why they are spiritually dead. They do

not wake up, and cannot wake up, be-

cause they do not consider that they are

guilty of anything wrong. They cannot

see themselves, but when you come to

find out you will find that they have,

from the death of Joseph and before he

was slain, murmured and complained at

Brigham and Heber, saying that "Mor-

monism is not as it was then; and if

Joseph had lived, he would have taken

hold of us and made us prominent mem-

bers in the house of Israel." You will find

that that is a fact; I shall not draw back

from that one hair. Let us have the plain

English, and you will find that to be the

difficulty with them.

There are men here 60 or 65 years

of age, holding the Bishopric of Aaron's

Priesthood and the High Priesthood of

God, whom I have known to leave

their important meetings and dismiss

the business of the kingdom of God to

spend their time with this man or that

woman who was lying about their neigh-

bors; and those very men would sit

and hear that slander, and never re-

buke it. There is were they have lost

the Spirit of God and their authority,

the power of their Priesthood. Do you

hear it, ye old gentlemen, and also ye

ladies that are connected with them? For

you are just as bad, more or less.

You say, "We knew and understood

'Mormonism,' when Joseph was alive,

but we do not know the tree now, it has

grown so fast," and that is the difficulty

with you. We have had trees set out in

these valleys seven years, and you can

now see some of them large enough for

rafters. Suppose a man had gone away

about the time they were set out, or had

been asleep to the sight of those things,

would he recognize those trees? No, for

they change as they increase. That ap-

plies to you elderly people, both men

and women; and then to you who are

younger, there is something will apply

rather plainer than that.

Have I not been modest today? I do

think it is outrageous to unwisely expose

so much filth as some of our Elders and

Missionaries do. If a man is asleep and

has besmeared himself, do not expose

him, unless the necessity of the case re-

quires it. I feel a good, wholesome spirit

and a fatherly spirit to you, brethren;

you know I do. But I wantmy brethren to

take a course, if they find their brethren

lying under blankets besmeared, not to

pull the blankets off from them before

they first get water and wash them; save

them if you can. You hear us talk about

it a great deal, and probably many do not

believe one word we say, but this people

will never, no never, prosper to a high de-

gree until we make a public example of—

what? Men, who have been warned and

forewarned, but who will associate with

the wicked and take a course to com-

mit whoredom, and will strive to lead

our daughters and our wives into the

society of poor, wicked curses, with a

view to gratify their cursed passions; we

will take them and slay them before this

people. I am talking of those that will

persist in this course of iniquity, and


