174

not about those who will repent and for-
sake their sins. Are there men in our midst
who will court other men’s wives? Yes,
and will take them right to the ungodly
for them to seduce, and they will take our
daughters and do the same. What are such
men worthy of? They are worthy of death,
and they will get it. That time is nearby,
and God has spoken from the heavens,
and when certain things are about right,
we shall make a public example of those
characters. Do you see me? Do you see
this Bible and Book of Mormon? If there
were ten thousand of those books, I could
raise them all to heaven, saying, it is as true
as the contents of those books. Do you
believe me, brethren? [Yes.] There is no
doubt of it. But do all believe me? No. If
God forgives you, I will; but there will be
a public example made of such characters,
and the time is just at our doors. Can we
stop this iniquity, until that is done? No,
no more than we can stop some from steal-
ing. There is some stealing right in the
midst of your reform, brethren.

Don’t you think it is a better course to
take the gentlemen privately and talk over
matters, and then take the ladies privately
and instruct them, and not open the bud-
get of the filth of their husbands before the
wives, nor that of the wives before their
husbands? Such filthy characters seem to be
the most sanctimonious, the most holy and
gracious. I wish you could know one thing,
that is, that we know you and can see right
through you. I wish all those kind of men
and women would get away to the backside
of the congregation, and not stick them-
selves right under my nose. And if we make
a party they stick themselves there also, and
want to be the head, back, and everything
else. If they would take a proper course, they
would never intrude upon decent society,
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until they had repented of and forsaken
their abominations.

John Hyde may spout as much as he
has a mind to, and all such characters may
spout and try to make out that Brigham
Young, Heber C. Kimball, Willard
Richards, Jedediah M. Grant, and Daniel
H. Wells are guilty of the things they are;
but we are as clean as a piece of white pa-
per. No women from heaven, earth, or
hell can present themselves with a truth-
ful allegation that we have ever led them
astray. We have lawful wives, and the most
of them honor their callings, and God will
bless them, and they will be raised to im-
mortality and eternal lives. They will go
with us, and then there will be others that
will not go with us, who will not go where
Brigham and Heber will go, I will warrant
you, for ten thousand years.

I wish you would obey the Book of
Mormon. I was reading a little in it, the night
before last, where Alma gives command-
ments to his son Corianton, as follows—

1. “And now, my son, I have somewhat
more to say unto thee than what I said
unto thy brother; for behold, have ye not
observed the steadiness of thy brother, his
faithfulness, and his diligence in keeping
the commandments of God? Behold, has
he not set a good example for thee? For
thou didst not give so much heed unto
my words as did thy brother, among the
people of the Zoramites. Now this is what
I have against thee; thou didst go on unto
boasting in thy strength and thy wisdom.
And this is not all, my son. Thou didst do
that which was grievous unto me; for thou
didst forsake the ministry, and did go over
into the land of Siron among the borders
of the Lamanites, after the harlot Isabel.
Yea, she did steal away the hearts of many;
but this was no excuse for thee, my son.
Thou shouldst have tended to the ministry
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