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wherewith thou wast entrusted. Know

ye not, my son, that these things are

an abomination in the sight of the Lord;

yea, most abominable above all sins save

it be the shedding of innocent blood or

denying the Holy Ghost? For behold, if

ye deny the Holy Ghost when it once has

had place in you, and ye know that ye

deny it, behold, this is a sin which is

unpardonable; yea, and whosoever mur-

dereth against the light and knowledge

of God, it is not easy for him to obtain

forgiveness; yea, I say unto you, my son,

that it is not easy for him to obtain a

forgiveness. And now, my son, I would

to God that ye had not been guilty of so

great a crime. I would not dwell upon

your crimes, to harrow up your soul, if it

were not for your good. But behold, ye

cannot hide your crimes from God; and

except ye repent they will stand as a tes-

timony against you at the last day.

2. "Now my son, I would that ye

should repent and forsake your sins, and

go no more after the lusts of your eyes,

but cross yourself in all these things; for

except you do this ye can in nowise in-

herit the kingdom of God. Oh, remem-

ber, and take it upon you, and cross your-

self in these things. And I command you

to take it upon you to counsel your el-

der brothers in your undertakings; for

behold, thou art in thy youth, and ye

stand in need to be nourished by your

brothers. And give heed to their coun-

sel. Suffer not yourself to be led away by

any vain or foolish thing; suffer not the

devil to lead away your heart again after

those wicked harlots. Behold, O my son,

how great iniquity ye brought upon the

Zoramites; for when they saw your con-

duct they would not believe in my words.

And now the Spirit of the Lord doth

say unto me: Command thy children to

do good, lest they lead away the hearts

of many people to destruction; there-

fore I command you, my son, in the fear

of God, that ye refrain from your iniqui-

ties; That ye turn to the Lord with all

your mind, might, and strength; that ye

lead away the hearts of no more to do

wickedly; but rather return unto them,

and acknowledge your faults and that

wrong which ye have done. Seek not

after riches nor the vain things of this

world; for behold, you cannot carry them

with you."

I did not know but that I was too hard

on such crimes, but the passage referred

to plainly states that adultery is next to

shedding innocent blood. Hyrum Smith

gave the same instructions in Nauvoo;

many of you have heard him speak of

this sin many times.

Again, I wish you to read another

passage in that good book, as follows—

"And thus mercy can satisfy the de-

mands of justice, and encircles them in

the arms of safety, while he that exer-

cises no faith unto repentance is exposed

to the whole law of the demands of jus-

tice; therefore only unto him that has

faith unto repentance is brought about

the great and eternal plan of redemp-

tion. Therefore may God grant unto

you, my brethren, that you may be-

gin to exercise your faith unto repen-

tance, that ye begin to call upon his

holy name, that he would have mercy

upon you; Yea, cry unto him for mercy;

for he is mighty to save. Yea, hum-

ble yourselves, and continue in prayer

unto him. Cry unto him when ye are

in your fields, yea, over all your flocks.

Cry unto him in your houses, yea, over

all your household, both morning, mid-

day, and evening. Yea, cry unto him

against the power of your enemies. Yea,

cry unto him against the devil, who is

an enemy to all righteousness. Cry unto

him over the crops of your fields, that ye

may prosper in them. Cry over the flocks


