THE BODY OF CHRIST, ETC.

and thrown more obstructions in the way
of the work of God than they ever can re-
store. They have an atonement to make,
there is a debt against them. Why? Be-
cause justice will require the debt to be
paid. It is for you to arouse yourselves
from these things and pay all you can,
that there may not be much against you
when the accounts are settled up.

I have said so much, and you may call
it a kind of an eccentric discourse. What
is eccentric? I will explain it to you. Sup-
posing that there is a pivot on the top of
this stand, and I preach to a man away
yonder and come back, to another away
there and come back, and so I preach ev-
ery way from the center, that is eccentric,
that is, I do not confine myself to any par-
ticular subject, but I am here and there
and yonder, and yet I am always in the
center; that is what is called eccentric, or
original, or what is deemed by some ex-
travagant, because it is out of the usual
custom. I am tempered just as I am, and
don't you like me better in this way than
in a stereotyped style? Don't you like
me in my way better than you would if
I should try to imitate brother Hyde, and
try to be like him? I hit on one thing and
then on another, but brethren, is not all
plain to you?

[Yes.]

Brethren and sisters, God bless you;
God bless the good, God bless the oil
and the wine; God bless all the author-
ities of this Church that honor their
high and holy calling; and may the
peace of the Almighty be with you for-
ever. These are my feelings; and may
He authorize His holy angels in heaven,
and upon the earth, to cause the wrath
of Almighty God to burn against the
wicked, the corrupt, and those that seek
and wish to follow corruption. May
the wrath of the Almighty God come
on them, that they may never have
any more rest, from this time hence-
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forth, until they repent. May they not
have peace at home or abroad, out of
doors or in the house, upstairs nor down
in the cellar, and I say it in the name
of Almighty God and by virtue of the
Priesthood, may the curse of Almighty
God be on such men and women, and
they shall welter in sorrow.

I know that if this people will do
right, our enemies, those who lay snares
and gins to ensnare the servants of the
living God, shall be slain by the sword
of His wrath, and shall have no power to
fight against God, nor against Zion, and
all Israel shall say, AMEN.

[The congregation was unanimous in
saying amen, with a loud voice.]

It will be so, and I know it.

Live your religion. Bishops go to now
and take the course I have suggested,;
take a course not to expose and ruin
men, but let their private sins be pri-
vately acknowledged to the Bishop, and
he has authority to report them to head-
quarters; then there can be a way of
disposal—why? Because God our Father
has made a way. There is no situation
or circumstance that ever a man was or
will be in, but what there is a law touch-
ing his case.

Be cautious of your wildfire; I have
touched on that, and I want the Bish-
ops to be cautious about it, and not to
be overbearing and hard on the people,
nor require them to fast three days in
the week, and keep them under the big
sledgehammer continually. It will not
answer. You should pour in a little wine
and oil, and the good things of the king-
dom of God, and that will temper the
iron so that it will yield to the hammer.

I mean this for the Bishops, the Mis-
sionaries, the Elders, Priests, Teach-
ers, and Evangelists; pour in a lit-
tle oil and wine and soften the ma-
terial, and not be putting on with
three or four sledges and a small
hammer in the bargain. It will not



