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blood or sinned against the Holy Ghost;

that cannot be forgiven. If you will take

this course, brother Brigham and Heber

will live, yea, they will live and let live

scores and scores of years.

Brethren and sisters, do not be the

aggressors, always act on the defensive.

I never will touch any of you, I never

will offend or scold at you, nor injure you

in any way, if you will not harm me but

live your religion. I never will strike one

of you, without you first strike me; but

when you strike me, I shall be justifiable

in striking you. I want you to remem-

ber what you read in the Book of Mor-

mon, where Alma tells his son not to be

the aggressor; also what Moroni said to

Zerahemnah, at the time Nephites and

Lamanites fought by the river Sidon.

12. "And it came to pass that they

did stop and withdrew a pace from them.

And Moroni said unto Zerahemnah: Be-

hold, Zerahemnah, that we do not de-

sire to be men of blood. Ye know that

ye are in our hands, yet we do not de-

sire to slay you. Behold, we have not

come out to battle against you that we

might shed your blood for power; neither

do we desire to bring anyone to the yoke

of bondage. But this is the very cause for

which ye have come against us; yea, and

ye are angry with us because of our reli-

gion. But now, ye behold that the Lord

is with us; and ye behold that he has

delivered you into our hands. And now

I would that ye should understand that

this is done unto us because of our reli-

gion and our faith in Christ. And now ye

see that ye cannot destroy this our faith.

Now ye see that this is the true faith of

God; yea, ye see that God will support,

and keep, and preserve us, so long as

we are faithful unto him, and unto our

faith, and our religion; and never will the

Lord suffer that we shall be destroyed

except we should fall into transgression

and deny our faith. And now, Zerahem-

nah, I command you, in the name of that

all-powerful God, who has strengthened

our arms that we have gained power over

you, by our faith, by our religion, and by

our rites of worship, and by our church,

and by the sacred support which we owe

to our wives and our children, by that

liberty which binds us to our lands and

our country; yea, and also by the mainte-

nance of the sacred word of God, to which

we owe all our happiness; and by all that

is most dear unto us—Yea, and that is

not all; I command you by all the desires

which ye have for life, that ye deliver up

your weapons of war unto us, and we will

seek not your blood, but we will spare

your lives, if ye will go your way and

come not again to war against us. And

now, if ye do not this, behold, ye are in

our hands, and I will command my men

that they shall fall upon you, and inflict

the wounds of death in your bodies, that

ye may become extinct; and then we will

see who shall have power over this peo-

ple; yea, we will see who shall be brought

into bondage."

That shows the mercy and compas-

sion of our God; although his enemies

are in his hands, he will have mercy

upon them. In the book of Doctrine

and Covenants it is said, if thine en-

emy comes upon thee and falls into thine

hand, forgive him, if he repent; and if he

comes upon thee the second time, forgive

him, if he repent; but if comes upon thee

the third time, thou mayest do with him

as seemeth thee good, still, if thou shalt

forgive him, I will add glory unto thee for

thy mercy. Just look at it, and see what

kind of a God we are serving. That God

is talking to you, through me, today.

Some of you may, perhaps, think that

I have had wildfire in me today, but

I have not had a bit of it about me.


