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he got the idea that all he had to do was

to stand idle and not do anything; but

he found that his mind was barren. The

Lord gave a revelation to inform him of

the difficulty, and told him that because

he did not exercise his mind, the pow-

ers or intellect that were given him, his

mind had become darkened.

It is precisely so in regard to our-

selves. If we do not exercise those fac-

ulties given us, and get the Spirit of the

Lord, but little information will be re-

ceived from speakers, even though ideas

may be communicated of great value and

worth. Notwithstanding, ideas may be

communicated in a very broken style, if

the people will exert themselves, as a

boy should at school, they will soon learn

that they will never return frommeeting

without their minds being benefited by

the speakers.

Brethren, I will tell you there is a

fault, a weakness, with regard to this

principle, and I know it. There must be

a labor of mind, an exertion of those tal-

ents that God has given us; they must be

put into exercise. Then, being enlight-

ened by the gift and power of the Holy

Ghost, we may get those ideas and that

intelligence, and those blessings that are

necessary to prepare us for the future,

for sceneries that are to come.

The same principle will apply in all

our actions in relation to the things

of God. We have to exert ourselves,

brethren. This remaining idle without

putting ourselves into action is of no use;

if we remain perfectly neutral, nothing

is accomplished. Every principle that is

revealed from the heavens is for our ben-

efit, for our life, for our salvation, and for

our happiness.

Counsel that is given to us when

it comes from the proper authority, is

given for a certain purpose; and that

purpose is our happiness, so far as

the present time is concerned; it is for

the purpose of adding happiness unto

us in the present state, and also for the

purpose of communicating benefits unto

us in a state hereafter. Upon this princi-

ple is counsel established, upon the prin-

ciple of doing our fellowmen good; for

the purpose of doing them good here and

hereafter.

The design of the Lord in regard to

ourselves, in regard to His people gener-

ally, is to bring them to that state and

fulness of knowledge, and to that perfec-

tion which their spiritual organizations

are susceptible of receiving or arriving

at. There are certain laws established

from all eternity for the purpose of effect-

ing this object.

The question is asked, "Why are we

under obligations to follow counsel?" Be-

cause that counsel possesses those qual-

ities necessary to make us better here,

and to exalt us to honor and glory here-

after. If it were not so, there would be no

obligation on our part to follow counsel.

A minor is under obligation to follow his

father's counsel, for that counsel is de-

signed to make him happy while in the

state of boyhood, and to qualify him to

act in an after state, in a state of man-

hood. That counsel is designed to benefit

that father who gave it, as well as the

son to whom it is given. It is the father's

privilege to counsel as shall be for the

benefit of that father, and as shall con-

tribute to the greatest happiness of that

boy while in his boyhood, so that it shall

benefit him to the greatest extent when

he shall arrive at the state of manhood.

In the same light President Brigham

Young is a counselor to this whole peo-

ple, and the counsel he gives is for the

purpose of benefiting them in this state,

also for preparing them to receive the

greatest happiness it is possible for hu-

man beings to receive in the world to

come. It accomplishes the two-fold object

of benefiting himself and those to whom

it is given. No man can give counsel


