MAN MUST USE HIS ENERGIES, ETC.

children, but only so long as he has the
privilege of receiving and having counsel
in which is deposited that wisdom and
knowledge, and power that can give life
to those that are around him.

There is a necessity of our being more
industrious, many of us, in getting into
the spirit of this reformation more than
what has already been received. There
is a danger of our being satisfied with
a superficial advancement, with merely
advancing on the surface. We talk of
walking in the light of the Spirit and of
feeling it upon us, but do we do these
things? We ought to dig deep into the
things of God, lay our foundation upon
the rock, until we come to that water
which shall be in us an everlasting foun-
tain of eternal life in the midst of the peo-
ple in this reformation. When the Elders
stand forth in the various ward meet-
ings, the prayer meetings, the general
assembly meetings, and when the Bish-
ops exercise themselves in the power of
their Priesthood, and feel pretty bright
themselves, there has all along been this
fact, these circumstances, a certain over-
whelming spirit which the people feel
more or less; and there is a spirit of ex-
citement attending the exercise of those
powers. Some individuals, I am fearful,
do not partake of the spirit of this ref-
ormation any more than the external ef-
fect that it has upon them; there is noth-
ing more than show, by the power that is
around them and that is being exercised
among them. With some it is simply the
popularity of the reformation, if I may be
allowed that expression, for the reforma-
tion has become very popular.

If a person does not see the neces-
sity of a reformation, he is set down
as being grossly ignorant. But few
people would have the boldness to say
that there was no necessity of a ref-
ormation in this day, when the people
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know that it has become popular. We
ought to be careful not to be carried
away with popularity alone, but lay a
good, a strong foundation to build upon,
and know precisely the foundation of
this reformation, and get the Spirit our-
selves, and not be satisfied to walk in the
light as it is shadowed forth by others;
we should have it incorporated with our
spiritual organizations. We should not
merely rest satisfied with the necessity
of this reformation, but we should have
the spirit of it within ourselves.

I will, for the purpose of express-
ing my ideas, present a figure. We will
suppose that there is a large army or-
ganized for the purpose of contending
against their enemies. All the officers
in that army, from the general down
to the lesser officers, are clad in bright
uniforms; the bands are playing their
thrilling martial music, and everything,
to use a worldly expression, is grand and
glorious. Here is a general excitement,
a war spirit is upon every man, from
the crown of his head to the soles of his
feet, and the only feeling is, "Let me go
forth to battle against the enemy." They
all feel strong in the midst of this excite-
ment, but who will pronounce in refer-
ence to the bravery of this army? Every-
body is excited to push ahead to battle,
but is everyone prepared? Are those that
cry, "Lead us forth to the battlefield?"
When the day of test and trial comes,
when they are in the battlefield, with
the death balls flying, the artillery play-
ing, then there is a different scene. The
gay flags are no longer seen, the mar-
tial music is drowned by the groans of
the dying, and, instead of the sun in full
splendor and everything in grandeur,
the air is filled with smoke, rendered
lurid by the flashes of musketry and ar-
tillery. Then you will see a different feel-
ing with those soldiers; the pomp, the
splendor, the show are seen no longer,



