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It is just so in regard to matters that
pertain to the things of God. We have to
exert ourselves and go from grace to grace,
to get the law of action so incorporated in
our systems, that it may be natural to do
those things that are required of us. The
son cannot always see the intrinsic ben-
efit of a father’s counsel when it is given,
but that which he does know is that his
father has a right to give that counsel; he
also knows that he is in duty-bound to act
in accordance with that counsel and that
knowledge. By acting in that way he will
feel well, and he will do his duty.

It is a great matter to act firm, for one of
the main objects that the Saints should ac-
complish is to be perfectly calm and serene,
no matter how sudden accidents may oc-
cur. If you find that you are surrounded by
a host of evil spirits that are choking you
to death, have presence of mind enough to
call upon the Lord; but some have not had
presence of mind enough for that.

I will say, in relation to the counsel giv-
en by brother Brigham, that often all you
know is that he has the right to give that
counsel; you cannot always see that the
counsel is for your good, neither can you
see the propriety of many things, until you
put them into practice; you have a right to
know that the source is legal, but its intrin-
sic value you cannot always foresee.

The son acts upon the counsel of his fa-
ther, that he may have the law established
in himself, that he may be put forth by
the law that is or has been incorporated in
him. It is just so with ourselves; we value
the counsel that is given and learn the prin-
ciples of righteousness, and to conform to
those things that are necessary for us, until
we get the law of the celestial kingdom in-
corporated in our systems; a law that will
have a direct tendency to benefit us here
and hereafter. But in our present state of
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blindness the perfect law is not always in
us, we do not fully understand it.

Then again, I will bring another figure
in regard to bringing about and getting
this spirit in us, and digging deep, that we
in the time of storm may not be driven off.
Place a cucumber in a barrel of vinegar and
there is but little effect produced upon it
the first hour, nor in the first twelve hours.
Examine it and you will find that the effect
produced is merely upon the rind, for it re-
quires a longer time to pickle it. A person
being baptized into this Church has an ef-
fect upon him, but not the effect to pickle
him immediately. It does not establish the
law of right and of duty in him during the
first twelve or twenty-four hours; he must
remain in the Church, like the cucumber
in the vinegar, until he becomes saturat-
ed with the right spirit, until he becomes
pickled in “Mormonism,” in the law of
God; we have got to have those things in-
corporated in our systems.

With these few words and with these
exhortations, brethren and sisters, I will
give way and leave the subject to your close
application, consideration, and meditation,
praying the Lord God of our fathers to
pour out His Spirit upon His people. You
are those whom the Lord has selected to
glorify Him in His presence, and may the
Lord bless you and fill you with His Spirit,
and may your eyes be clear to discern the
things that pertain to your salvation. And
if there is any man or woman that is not
fairly awake, may the time soon come that
the Spirit and power of the Holy Ghost
may be upon them, that it may teach them
things past, present, and to come, and
by the assistance of the Lord, plant righ-
teousness and the principle of truth in
their systems, that they may be prepared
for the storms that are coming. These are
my prayers, in the name of Jesus. Amen.
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