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You are not acquainted with the spirit

that prevails with this work, neither

with the fact that many of the people

who come to this place think that the

Presidency will save them, regardless of

their own individual conduct.

We gather all kinds of people in this

kingdom; some of them are as corrupt as

men can be, and they are scattered all

over the Territory, and I think you have

a few of them in your Ward.

Elders while abroad in the vineyard

feel to have the Holy Ghost, but many

of them, when they get home, act like

the devil. They will do well until they

get their companies here in the Valley

and turn them over to the Presidency of

the Church; then they will say, "I will

not have them in my charge anymore,

let the consequences be what they may."

They will not render the Presidency any

encouragement or assistance about their

companies after they arrive here.

Now we have all kinds of people in

this Church, and you have some of the

different kinds. Some cannot pray night

or day, nor ask a blessing, lest they

should spend some time which they wish

to use for something else. Some think

the reason why we do not progress more

rapidly is because we are continually

adding new clay, but I would rather have

new clay than to undertake to make a

vessel of honor out of a good deal of our

old clay, for much of it has stuck to the

tempering vessel until it stinks.

If there is a place on the earth

where we should be faithful, it is in this

city; or if there is a place where we

should watch our children, it is here. Go

to all the quorums in this city, and you

will find some of their Presidents and Of-

ficers as corrupt as the devil. We have

men that can beat the Gentiles in any

mean tricks they are a mind to start up,

but those who intend to serve God should

do right.

I want to see the Bishops of theWards

right, then I want to see the Teachers

right; I want to see them all filled with

the Holy Ghost, then they can do some-

thing. Did I ever cry peace and safety

to this people, that they were ALL doing

well, and that their warfare was over?

No, I never did. When I know that sud-

den destruction awaits a people, if they

do not awake to their situation, I cannot

cry peace.

This people are asleep; and I will

vouch that there are many of them who

do not pray, or if they do, three such

prayers "would freeze hell over," as a

Methodist minister once said. I want you

to pray with the Holy Ghost upon you.

It is your duty to keep clean. I have

given the Teachers a new set of ques-

tions to ask the people. I say to them,

ask the people whether they keep clean.

Do you wash your bodies once in each

week, when circumstances will permit?

Do you keep your dwellings, outhouses,

and dooryards clean? The first work of

the reformation with some, should be

to clean away the filth about their pre-


