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I realize that the salvation of this

people does not depend upon the great

amount of teaching, instruction, or reve-

lation that is given unto them, but their

salvation depends more upon their obey-

ing the commandments of God which are

given unto them, their becoming a doer

of the word, and following the counsel

of those who are set to lead them. We

certainly have a great amount of teach-

ing, of instruction, of principle, of rev-

elation, and of the word of God, which

has been given unto this people, not only

that which is recorded in the Bible, the

Book of Mormon, Book of Doctrine and

Covenants, the Church History, but we

have day by day, and night by night, in-

structions given unto us, we have a lit-

tle here and a little there, a discourse to-

day and another tonight, and we are con-

tinually receiving instructions from the

servants of God. We receive instructions

in our Ward meetings, and almost every

time a few of us meet together, we do so

for the purpose of receiving the word of

the Lord.

It appears to me, then, that we are

certainly a favored people, and that we

are having a great deal of important in-

struction, such as is calculated to lead

us unto salvation. Inasmuch then as we

have been called upon to reform, or to

advance and to grow in the principles of

eternal life, and to become holy in our

lives, I hope there are none of us but that

will take hold with our whole soul and

carry out the instruction, and try to prac-

tice it in word and deed. We frequently

hear remarks made about the reforma-

tion being over, and about their having

got through with it in this place or in

that place, but the amount of it is there

never will be any end to the reformation,

or in other words there will never be any

end to our advancement, there will be no

end to our improvement nor to our in-

crease, neither in time nor in all eternity.

If we act up to our privileges as a peo-

ple, we have no more time to lose or to

spend in an unprofitable manner. We

should not act indifferently with regard

to the blessings which the Lord is offer-

ing unto us, and which we have the priv-

ilege of obtaining; we should labor with

all our might to build up the kingdom of

God, that we may secure unto ourselves

every blessing necessary for our salva-

tion. We live in an important day; it is

a day of mercy and a day of great bless-

ings unto us as a people, and we should

appreciate it as such.

I have reflected a good deal within the

last fewmonths, and especially while sit-

ting and listening to the teachings of the

First Presidency, the Twelve, and the El-

ders of Israel, in their various spheres

and callings in which they are called to

act. In my prayers and reflections I have

thought much of our present position,

and I have concluded that if we do not

enjoy the Holy Spirit, and if the vision

of our mind is not open to comprehend

the things of God, and the power which

is being made manifest for our benefit

and good, that we are in great danger

of suffering loss; we should see more

fully the importance of taking hold with

our might, and then, as brother Kimball

says, the Holy Spirit of God would be

diffused through our whole bodies, and

through the whole body and Church of

Christ.

I feel and see the importance of this

work, and I see the necessity of our walk-

ing up to the line of our duty, that we

may live and walk daily in the light

of the Lord. I realize that the Pres-

idency of this Church stand between

this people and the Lord, for they are

the head, and I realize that God re-

veals to them His will, and therefore we

should look unto them for light and for

information. The head may be full of

light, of inspiration, revelation, and of

the mind and will of God, but if those


