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officers who stand next to them, and if

we ourselves are asleep in relation to our

duties, and are not in a fit state to re-

ceive that light, do you not see that the

river is dammed up at the head? There is

no current or medium through which the

light may flow to the limbs and branches

of the body.

I realize that it is the duty, not only

of us who hold the Priesthood but of this

people generally, to present ourselves in

humility and faith before the Lord, that

we may obtain the blessings which are

in readiness for us, and we can obtain all

the light, the knowledge, the faith, the

intelligence and power which is neces-

sary for our salvation by humility, obedi-

ence, and submission to the will of God.

We should attend to this in order that

ourminds may be prepared, and our bod-

ies become fit subjects for the reception

of the Holy Ghost, so that the Spirit of

God may flow freely through the whole

body from the head to the foot. Then

when this is the case we will all see alike,

feel alike, and be alike, and become one

as far as the Gospel and kingdom of God

is concerned, as the Father and Son are

one, and then this people will begin to

see the position and relationship which

we bear towards each other and towards

God, and we shall feel the importance of

attending to our duties, and we will will-

ingly step forward and improve our time,

make good use of our talents, and obtain

the blessings that the Lord has for us to

enjoy; but do you not see that if the peo-

ple are asleep, and slothful, and not liv-

ing up to their privileges, and the Spirit

of God begins to flow from the head to

the body, that it soon becomes obstructed

and dammed up?

We may trace this principle through

the Church and kingdom of God, and

you may carry it into the family gov-

ernment, and you will find it as

brother Kimball has already presented

it to us. It is like the vine with its limbs,

its branches, and its twigs. This is a very

good figure to teach us the principle of

righteousness.

In order for us to be prepared to do

the will of God, and be in a position to

build up His kingdom upon the earth,

and to carry out His purposes, we must

not only become united and act as the

heart of oneman, but wemust obtain the

Holy Spirit of God, and the mind and will

of God concerning us, and be governed

and controlled by it in all of our move-

ments and acts, in order to be safe, and

to secure unto ourselves salvation.

If I do not enjoy the Holy Spirit, there

is something the matter, and I should

labor until that is removed, for I con-

sider that to be the first turning key, and

we should do this to prove that we are

honest before the Lord, and that we de-

sire to do right in our minds and in our

hearts. Yet, as I have said before, unless

that Spirit is with us, we do not know

whether we are doing right or wrong.

[President Kimball: Shut that door

and let it remain so, for I tell you there is

no one can enjoy the peaceful influence of

the Holy Spirit where there is confusion;

and I am sure this congregation cannot

while that door is going clickitty-clack.]

As I was remarking, unless we do

obtain the Holy Spirit, we are in dan-

ger every step we take, we are not safe,

neither are we in a condition to build

up the kingdom of God or do His work.

I consider that the Lord requires this

at the hand of every man and woman

in Israel, every Latter-day Saint, that

we first obtain the Holy Spirit, then

bring forth the fruits of it unto salva-

tion, then you will see this people keep

their covenants and obey the command-

ments of God; this is the duty of all

of us, and we should live our religion

and follow its dictates. When this is

done, you will see this people awake


