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and bring forth works of righteousness,
then they will have faith, and they will
have power, and rise up, and the power
and glory of God will be made manifest
through such instruments as the Lord has
chosen in this dispensation upon the earth,
into whose hands He has committed the
Holy Priesthood.

Ask any people, nations, kingdoms, or
generations of men the question, and they
will tell you they are seeking for happi-
ness, but how are they seeking for it? Take
the greatest portion of mankind as an en-
sample, and how are they seeking for hap-
piness? By serving the devil as fast as they
can, and almost the last being or thing that
the children of men worship, and the last
being whose laws they want to keep are
the laws of the God of heaven. They will
not worship God nor honor His name, nor
keep His laws, but blaspheme His name,
from day to day and nearly all the world
are seeking for happiness by committing
sins, breaking the law of God, and blas-
pheming His name and rejecting the only
source whence happiness flows.

If we really understood that we could not
obtain happiness by walking in the paths of
sin and breaking the laws of God, we should
then see the folly of it, every man and ev-
ery woman would see that to obtain happi-
ness we should go to work and perform the
works of righteousness, and do the will of
our Father in heaven, for we shall receive at
His hand all the happiness, blessing, glory,
salvation, exaltation, and eternal lives, that
we ever do receive, either in time or eternity.

We should understand that we should
not deceive ourselves in this matter, for if
we deceive ourselves we shall suffer the loss.
We may just as well search our own hearts,
and at once resolve that we will do the
works of righteousness, honor our Father
in heaven, do our duty to God and man,
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take hold and build up the kingdom of
God, and we will then understand that in
order to obtain happiness and satisfy the im-
mortal soul in a fulness of glory that man
must abide a celestial law, and be quickened
by a portion of the celestial Spirit of God;
and we will also understand that to commit
sin, break the law of God, and blaspheme
His name, will bring sorrow and misery,
and it will bring death, both temporally and
spiritually. If we walk in the paths of unrigh-
teousness, we grieve the Holy Spirit, and
grieve our brethren, and injure ourselves.

Again, I wish to say a few words upon
the blessings to be obtained by what we
do, the labors we perform, the work we
are called upon to do in paying our tith-
ing, in building temples, and in doing
those things that are required of us. These
are things that are for our own benefit and
good, these, with other subjects, have been
impressed upon my mind for some weeks
past, and it does appear to me that the
people have not understood these things in
their proper light.

Some of the people have looked upon
the law of tithing as a kind of tax and bur-
den laid upon them, but who is it for? Our
tithing, our labor, and all that we do in the
kingdom of God, who is it all for? The tith-
ing is not to exalt the Lord, or to feed or
clothe Him, He has had His endowments
long ago; it is thousands and millions of
years since He received His blessings, and
if He had not received them, we could not
give them to Him, for He is far in advance
of us. I want the brethren to understand
this one thing, that our tithing, our labor,
our works are not for the exaltation of the
Almighty, but they are for us. Not but what
the Lord is pleased to see us obey His com-
mandments, because by doing this it will
place us in a position that will fulfil and
accomplish the object of our creation,
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