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Let the congregation be as still as

possible.

I wish to occupy a short time in

speaking to you, and I am not able to

talk with the ease that I could wish, for

my health has for some time obliged me

to confine myself pretty closely to my

rooms. This is the first time that I have

walked so far as to come to this Taberna-

cle since the burial of JedediahM. Grant.

My bodily afflictions would not permit

me to walk much, and they also still hin-

der my efforts in speaking or exercising.

I have been troubled this winter as are

many in this high altitude, with a ris-

ing of the blood to the head; that is what

is troubling me this morning, insomuch

that I hardly felt able to get here.

Aided by the faith and prayers of the

Saints, I will endeavor to speak so that

you can hear me, and to edify you accord-

ing to the best of my ability.

I have a great desire to teach people

the way of life and salvation; I have been

occupied in that labor for many years. It

has been my chief business to instruct

the inhabitants of the earth how they

can secure unto themselves eternal life.

The more I become acquainted with the

principles pertaining to salvation, and

the more strictly I adhere to them, the

more importance I attach to them.

If I do not always view people as

they really are, yet I see them par-

tially as they are, perhaps, as looking

through a glass darkly, and in the vi-

sion of my mind, looking at this peo-

ple called Latter-day Saints, and leav-

ing out the residue of the inhabitants

of the earth, to give vent to my under-

standing, I could cry aloud and weep be-

fore the Lord. It appears to me that

very many, in their understandings, ac-

cording to the past conduct of the people,

leaving out the present, are too much

like brute beasts, or like the door on its

hinges, which opens and shuts as it is

acted upon, and is insensible. This ap-

pears to be the situation of some of the

people.

Sometimes this seems strange and

inconsistent, knowing that mankind are

organized to receive and continue to re-

ceive, and that receiving one fact in the

understanding does not deprive them in

the least of receiving another. There is

no heathen nation but what expects their

posterity to improve in all the knowledge

they possess, and that is required by the

parents. But the Christian nations with

whom we have been associated, boast of

their intelligence, suppose that they are

exhibiting great knowledge, and that it

towers to the heavens, and expect their

children to improve in all the arts and

sciences in their possession.

When people have the privilege of

securing to themselves eternal exalta-

tion, when the words of eternal life


