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that they may, whether I believe it or not.

Do you see people neglect their eter-
nal welfare? A feeling prevails with
some that, "we do not know these things,
we have not seen these things, we do not
understand that there is a kingdom pre-
pared for the faithful; we do not under-
stand that there is a place prepared for
those that are unruly, those that disbe-
lieve, those that neglect the truth and
the Gospel when put in their posses-
sion. We do not know anything about
these things." Is this so? What do you
say, brethren and sisters? Have you
seen the Father and the Son? Do you
know where they live? "O, no." Have you
seen the courts of glory, have they been
opened to your view? "O, no." What next?
The spirit of unbelief takes place in your
hearts. The enemy, the evil that is in the
world, that has caused the trouble, sor-
row, and perplexity, is with you, is your
constant companion, and is continually
suggesting that you know nothing about
these things, consequently, without the
utmost care and exercise of faith, and
close application in life of the require-
ments of heaven, you are left to drink
into the spirit of infidelity.

In this manner people are left in
darkness, do not understand the things
of God, neglect their salvation, and go
groveling and feeling their way through
this world, without a ray of light to shine
on their path; hoping that there is a God,
and, if there is, that He will be merci-
ful to them; thinking that, if there is a
heaven, they want to go there; if there is
such a character as a Savior, they hope
his blood will atone for their sins; and if
there are any such beings as angels, they
hope they will pick them up, by and by. It
resolves itself to this, "If there is a God,
O, be merciful to me." You do not know,
do you? "O, no, we cannot realize it."

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

Let me ask a question, before I pro-
ceed further. How did you feel when
the Spirit of the Gospel first entered into
your hearts, when the light of the Gospel
first shone in your understanding? Had
you any such feelings then within you?
Had you any doubts? How did you talk,
when you first rose to testify that the
Book of Mormon was true, that Joseph
was a true Prophet, that this work was
of God, that the Lord Almighty has re-
vealed Himself in these our days? Had
you any doubts? "No, I could not help
bearing testimony to those things, I was
so full of light and peace." Did you hate
anybody, at that time? "No. I was filled
with peace and union; I loved God and
all the works of His hands. There was no
anger, malice, or wrath in me." Do you
feel so now? Many of you would tell me,
"no." Have you abode in that Spirit and
feeling? You will answer, "no."

You say within yourselves, "I be-
lieve the Gospel, I believe the Lord has
revealed the truth concerning Himself,
concerning the Son, concerning angels,
salvation, eternal exaltation, &c.; I ad-
mit all this to be true." Then you have
to admit that we are organized to in-
herit all glory, power, and excellency; to
be filled with eternal salvation and exal-
tation, and to become the sons of God,
as the Apostle says, to be "Gods, even
the sons of God;" fathers who shall en-
dure, and whose posterity shall never
end; though the Apostle turned the point
very quick, because the people were not
prepared to receive it. You admit the fact
that we are organized expressly for the
purpose of being exalted with the Gods.

You have the words of eternal life
in your possession. What next? Take
your own philosophy; if I am orga-
nized and capacitated to receive this
glory and this exaltation, I must be
the friend of Him who has brought



