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muscle nor a nerve of their systems.

That is nothing to them compared to

what it would be to have their own dear

name spoken against in the least. Speak

against William, John, or Thomas, and

then you will see the fire of resentment

roused in that individual; while, at the

same time, they may be opposed to their

Father and God, to their Savior, to the

Prophet, and to their holy religion. Peo-

ple may scandalize these as much as the

tongue of slander can, and not a word

said, nor a look of disapprobation given.

But, my dear brethren, those holy men

and women (pardon me if I burlesque

the idea a little), your names are so dear

to you that, let anyone speak a word

against them, you are at once for fight.

If you want to know what you should

do, when you hear a man blaspheme the

name of God, and you feel that there are

ten thousand million devils around you

to see whether you will be for your re-

ligion, knock down the man that blas-

phemes, and say, "If I cannot pray, I can

fight for my religion and my God." When

you are in darkness is the time for you to

exhibit your integrity, and to prove that

you are the friends of Him who has called

you to this glory and eternal life.

Do you want to know how to pray

in your families? I have told you, a

great many times, how to do when you

feel as though you have not a particle

of the Spirit of prayer with you. Get

your wives and your children together,

lock the door so that none of them will

get out, and get down on your knees;

and if you feel as though you want to

swear and fight, keep on your knees un-

til they are pretty well wearied, saying,

"Here I am; I will not abuse my Creator

nor my religion, though I feel like hell

inside, but I will stay on my knees un-

til I overcome these devils around me."

That will prove to me that you are the

friend of God, that you are filled with

integrity. This is good for every person

to practice in the hour of trial and dark-

ness. Say, "I am the friend of God, and if

you abuse Him, I shall abuse you." This

is what Abraham used to do. He would

take his servants and go out, once in a

while, and chastise the poor, miserable

characters that ridiculed the Priesthood

that was on him.

Here are the people that say they

are Latter-day Saints. Now, if you can

understand your own position, you will

know, perhaps, better how to deal with

yourselves and control yourselves; how

to bring into subjection your own dis-

positions, your passions, appetites, and

wills, and let the Spirit of Truth the

Lord has given you commence and con-

quer and overcome, little by little, until

you gain the mastery in the spirit. This

prepares the tabernacle for a resurrec-

tion and eternal life. You cannot inherit

eternal life, unless your appetites are

brought in subjection to the spirit that

lives within you, that spirit which our

Father in heaven gave. I mean the Fa-

ther of your spirits, of those spirits which

He has put into these tabernacles. The

tabernacle must be brought in subjection

to the spirit perfectly, or your bodies can-

not be raised to inherit eternal life; if

they do come forth, they must dwell in

a lower kingdom. Seek diligently, until

you bring all into subjection to the law of

Christ.

As to the knowledge of the people,

what do they know? They know many

things. What do they not know? Ten

thousands of millions of times more than

they know, for, comparatively speaking,

they know but little. What knowledge we

have, we have obtained by an experience.

No man could know that he could build

a building, unless he was to go to work

and try. Were he to go to work and erect

a building, he would then know that he

knew how to do it.


