
I do not know, but the people are get-
ting weary, though I rather think not, for 
your eyes look pretty bright; when people 
become weary, their eyes look dim.

I assure you, brethren, that I feel well, 
that is, I feel very well in my mind, and 
it is a great pleasure to me to see brother 
Brigham here in this stand once more. I 
am satisfied that he will be with us a great 
many years, if this people will do right.

All, who have the Spirit of the Gospel 
and live their religion, will admit that 
brother Brigham is our head, to use the 
figure which I did three Sundays ago; and 
our head has two Counselors, and to-
gether they are an independent Quorum. 
Still they are attached to the vine that runs 
through the veil. The veil is let down, and 
that throws brother Joseph on the other 
side of it, while we stand on this side, that 
is all the difference. The nearer you ap-
proach that organization, the nearer you 
approach the throne of God. I am talking 
to you who understand, there is no clip of 
that vine and Priesthood.

If this people are the members of that 
body of which brother Brigham is head 
this side of the veil, the more you rise up, 
the more active and useful those mem-
bers become, the higher the head can rise,  
can it not? Being elevated by each mem-
ber acting firmly in its office. If that be 
the fact, he is out of the reach of his

enemies, is he not? They cannot approach 
him, he is out of their reach.

If you will take this course, you will live, 
and he will live and will dwell with us a 
great many years; but if you do not, you 
have no assurance that he will be permitted 
to tarry with you for many years, nor that 
I will, nor that several other good men, 
whom I could name, will. The period of 
their sojourn with you for your guidance, 
comfort, and edification in righteousness, 
will depend more or less upon your faith-
fulness, inasmuch as you profess to be at-
tached to the body. The more useless the 
members of my body are, the more they 
oppress the head and the members that are 
nearly connected to the head, do they not? 
They tend to destroy its fruitfulness. We 
are members of Christ, and if everyone of 
those men, those members pertaining to 
the body of Christ, or to the Church, will 
do their duty, do you not see what a beau-
tiful people we will be?

I know that this is the place of gather-
ing, and I know that thousands, and tens 
of thousands, and millions will flock to this 
land, for wherever the carcass is, they will 
come with their budgets under their arms, 
I know that.

I  want  to  know i f  persons  who  
have nothing but a budget of cloth- 
ing under their arms, nothing but one

THE PRESIDENCY, ETC. 207

THE PRESIDENCY—THE CONTINUANCE OF THE HEAD WITH THE BODY 
DEPENDS ON THE FAITHFULNESS OF THE MEMBERS—MEN WHEN THEY  
DIE CANNOT TAKE THEIR EARTHLY POSSESSIONS WITH THEM—ELDERS  

GOING ON MISSIONS WITH HANDCARTS—THE VINEYARD, A PARABLE

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT HEBER C.  KIMBALL,  DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,  

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY,  FEBRUARY 1,  1857

Recorded by G.  D.  Watt

z

JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd   207JOD Vol 4-LIVE.indd   207 5/13/20   8:50 PM5/13/20   8:50 PM


