THE PRESIDENCY, ETC.

That day has come, and the other
day has past. I have known men from
Nauvoo, men who were there worth $150
or $200,000, come here with nothing but
a handkerchief, containing a change of
shirts, under their arms. They left their
property there; and what we did not leave
in hell’s kitchen we left at Devil’s Gate.
The devil has a gate where he may catch
everything that is not to do us good, but
that is calculated to create a craving appe-
tite for that which is not here.

There are some of this people who
have been kept as long as they have, only
upon the principle of their being fondled
and pampered. If they could not have the
privilege of nursing at the breast and have
a full supply, or the use of a sugar teat to
keep them alive, they would dwindle and
die; they must have something to suck, in
order to keep them alive and in existence,
for they are nothing but pets; pets they are,
and pets they will go to hell, but will find
no sugar teats there.

Probably a few will leave next spring;
they are all fair weather while they are in
our midst, but when it comes spring they
will leave. Thank the Lord for that; and
while I feel as I do now, I shall be thank-
ful for everything that transpires from
this time henceforth, that is, if I live my
religion.

Supposing that I have a wife or a dozen
of them, and she should say, “You cannot
be exalted without me,” and suppose they
all should say so, what of that? They never
will affect my salvation one particle. Whose
salvation will they affect? Their own.
They have got to live their religion, serve
their God, and do right, as well as myself.
Suppose that I lose the whole of them be-
fore I go into the spirit world, but that
I have been a good, faithful man all the
days of my life, and lived my religion, and
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had favor with God, and was kind to them,
do you think I will be destitute there? No,
the Lord says there are more there than
there are here. They have been increas-
ing there; they increase there a great deal
faster than we do here, because there is no
obstruction. They do not call upon the
doctors to kill their offspring; there are
no doctors there, that is, if they are there,
their occupation is changed, which proves
that they are not there, because they have
ceased to be doctors. In this world very
many of the doctors are studying to dimin-
ish the human family.

In the spirit world there is an increase
of males and females, there are millions of
them, and if I am faithful all the time, and
continue right along with brother Brigham,
we will go to brother Joseph and say, “Here
we are brother Joseph; we are here our-
selves are we not, with none of the property
we possessed in our probationary state, not
even the rings on our fingers?” He will say
to us, “Come along, my boys, we will give
you a good suit of clothes. Where are your
wives?” “They are back yonder; they would
not follow us.” “Never mind,” says Joseph,
“here are thousands, have all you want.”
Perhaps some do not believe that, but I am
just simple enough to believe it.

Help brother Brigham along, help
brother Heber, brother Daniel, the Twelve,
and every other good person. I am looking
for the day, and it is close at hand, when
we will have a most heavenly time, one that
will be romantic, one with all kinds of ups
and downs, which is what I call romantic,
for it will occupy in full all the time, so that
we may never become idle, nor sleepy, nor
cease being active in the things of God,
which will prevent dotage.

Am I thankful now? I never was
more thankful in my life than I am
today, to see this people. I know
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