
to blow away with the wind, but a portion 
of the chaff would come down and settle 
with the wheat all the time, and I kept to 
work at in this way. It seemed, however, to 
get clearer and clearer of chaff and dirt, but 
all I could do a portion of the chaff would 
come down with the wheat. I thought it 
was excellent wheat and good.

You can judge for yourselves of the in-
terpretation. At any rate I feel disposed to 
contribute my mite and what little strength 
I have to save and clean the wheat, that it 
may be prepared for the use for which it 
was intended.

The remarks made in the former part 
of the day are worthy to be indelibly writ-
ten upon every heart; that they were made 
in truth and in power there is no doubt, 
and for one I have decreed to set about the 
work of repentance and reformation right 
off. I have tried to reform and live about as 
well as I thought I could; but when I come 
to look into the glass and see myself, I own 
there is room for improvement, and that 
improvement I intend to make, God being 
my helper, with all the speed in my power.

I think it was in August last that I wrote 
to my family, and told them I thought 
there was a day of trial near at hand, and 
that my feelings were that it would be 
general throughout the Church; I presume 
they have the letter now. These were my 
feelings back yonder, these are my feelings 
all the time. Well, it matters not how soon 
it transpires. But let me here, brethren  
and sisters, admonish and caution you 
all, and myself, too, that while we have 
the opportunity to right every wrong 
that is within our power, or that is within  
our control, that we do it forthwith,  
and that we right ourselves before the 
Lord. It is not necessary to say many 
words, the subject with me is too deep to

spend much time in multiplying words 
about. I feel that plainness has been the 
characteristic of the remarks by brother 
Kimball this morning, and truth also; and 
in order that we may be benefited, let us 
cherish his words in our hearts and reduce 
them to practice, and square our lives ac-
cording to the circumstances portrayed be-
fore us, and if we will do this, we shall have 
reason to hope in the mercy and favor of 
our God, that in the midst of tribulation 
there will be a way for our escape.

And with regard to my time, my talents, 
and everything I possess on earth, it is at 
the service of this Church and the building 
up of the kingdom of God; whenever I, or 
anything I possess can be used to further 
the work of God on earth, I say, with all 
my heart, let it go; and furthermore, I feel 
proud of the opportunity of doing all in 
my power to build up this Church.

In fact, I will mention one little cir-
cumstance with regard to the consecration 
law. We heard a good deal about it in the 
early part of its agitation. I preached the 
principle; I believed in it. Yet business not 
having been arranged with me to make it 
exactly convenient as I thought, I did not 
subscribe to it, but put it off to a more 
convenient season. The Indians are hos-
tile a portion of the way between here and 
Carson Valley, and we did not know how 
we might fare in passing among them; 
and again, it had got to be late in the  
season, and the snows were coming thick-
er and faster, and more of them, and it 
was pretty difficult to tell whether we 
should get through safely or not. Thought 
I, what evidence have I ever given that 
I have made a of consecration to God 
and His Church of that which I possess,  
suppose it be our misfortune not to re-
turn? In the resurrection what evidence 
will appear on record that I have conse-
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