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repent of their sins, they will get to-

gether, and pray and exhort each other,

and try to get the spirit of revelation,

try to have God their Father revealed to

them, that they may know Him and be-

come acquainted with Him.

There are some plain, simple facts

that I wish to tell you, and I have but one

desire in this, which is, that you should

have understanding to receive them, to

treasure them up in your hearts, to con-

template upon these facts, for they are

simple facts, based upon natural prin-

ciples; there is no mystery about them

when once understood.

I want to tell you, each and every one

of you, that you are well acquainted with

God our heavenly Father, or the great

Eloheim. You are all well acquainted

with Him, for there is not a soul of you

but what has lived in His house and

dwelt with Him year after year; and yet

you are seeking to become acquainted

with Him, when the fact is, you have

merely forgotten what you did know. I

told you a little last Sabbath about for-

getting things.

There is not a person here today but

what is a son or a daughter of that Being.

In the spirit world their spirits were first

begotten and brought forth, and they

lived there with their parents for ages

before they came here. This, perhaps,

is hard for many to believe, but it is the

greatest nonsense in the world not to be-

lieve it. If you do not believe it, cease

to call Him Father; and when you pray,

pray to some other character.

It would be inconsistent in you to dis-

believe what I think you know, and then

to go home and ask the Father to do so

and so for you. The Scriptures which we

believe have taught us from the begin-

ning to call Him our Father, and we have

been taught to pray to Him as our Fa-

ther, in the name of our eldest brother

whom we call Jesus Christ, the Savior of

the world; and that Savior, while here on

earth, was so explicit on this point, that

he taught his disciples to call no man

on earth father, for we have one which

is in heaven. He is the Savior, because

it is his right to redeem the remainder

of the family pertaining to the flesh on

this earth, if any of you do not believe

this, tell us how and what we should be-

lieve. If I am not telling you the truth,

please do tell me the truth on this sub-

ject, and let me know more than I do

know. If it is hard for you to believe, if

you wish to be Latter-day Saints, admit

the fact as I state it, and do not contend

against it. Try to believe it, because you

will never become acquainted with our

Father, never enjoy the blessings of His

Spirit, never be prepared to enter into

His presence, until you most assuredly

believe it; therefore you had better try to

believe this great mystery about God.

I do not marvel that the world is

clad in mystery, to them He is an un-

known God; they cannot tell where He

dwells nor how He lives, nor what kind

of a being He is in appearance or char-

acter. They want to become acquainted

with His character and attributes, but

they know nothing of them. This is in

consequence of the apostasy that is now

in the world. They have departed from

the knowledge of God, transgressed His

laws, changed His ordinances, and bro-

ken the everlasting covenant, so that the

whole earth is defiled under the inhabi-

tants thereof. Consequently it is no mys-

tery to us that the world knoweth not

God, but it would be a mystery to me,

with what I now know, to say that we

cannot know anything of Him. We are

His children.

To bring the truth of this matter

close before you, I will instance your

fathers who made the first permanent

settlement in New England. There


