
That is what Jesus Christ meant. He never 
told a man or woman to love their en-
emies in their wickedness, never. He never 
intended any such thing; his language is 
left as it is for those to read who have the 
Spirit to discern between truth and error; 
it was so left for those who can discern the 
things of God. Jesus Christ never meant 
that we should love a wicked man in his 
wickedness.

Now take the wicked, and I can refer to 
where the Lord had to slay every soul of 
the Israelites that went out of Egypt, ex-
cept Caleb and Joshua. He slew them by 
the hands of their enemies, by the plague, 
and by the sword, why? Because He loved 
them, and promised Abraham that He 
would save them. And He loved Abraham 
because he was a friend to his God, and 
would stick to Him in the hour of dark-
ness, hence He promised Abraham that He 
would save his seed. And He could save 
them upon no other principle, for they had 
forfeited their right to the land of Canaan 
by transgressing the law of God, and they 
could not have atoned for the sin if they 
had lived. But if they were slain, the Lord 
could bring them up in the resurrection, 
and give them the land of Canaan, and He 
could not do it on any other principle.

I could refer you to plenty of instances 
where men, have been righteously slain, 
in order to atone for their sins. I have seen 
scores and hundreds of people for whom 
there would have been a chance (in the 
last resurrection there will be) if their lives 
had been taken and their blood spilled on 
the ground as a smoking incense to the 
Almighty, but who are now angels to 
the devil, until our elder brother Jesus 
Christ raises them up—conquers death, 
hell, and the grave. I have known a great 
many men who have left this Church for  
whom there is no chance whatever for

exaltation, but if their blood had been 
spilled, it would have been better for them. 
The wickedness and ignorance of the na-
tions forbid this principle’s being in full 
force, but the time will come when the law 
of God will be in full force.

This is loving our neighbor as ourselves; 
if he needs help, help him; and if he wants 
salvation and it is necessary to spill his blood 
on the earth in order that he may be saved, 
spill it. Any of you who understand the 
principles of eternity, if you have sinned a 
sin requiring the shedding of blood, except 
the sin unto death, would not be satisfied 
nor rest until your blood should be spilled, 
that you might gain that salvation you de-
sire. That is the way to love mankind.

Christ and Belial have not become 
friends; they have never shaken hands; 
they never have agreed to be brothers and 
to be on good terms; no, never; and they 
never will, because they are diametrically 
opposed to each other. If one conquers, 
the other is destroyed. One or the other 
of them must triumph and utterly destroy 
and cast down his opponent. Light and 
darkness cannot dwell together, and so it is 
with the kingdom of God,

Now, brethren and sisters, will you live 
your religion? How many hundreds of 
times have I asked you that question? Will 
the Latter-day Saints live their religion? I 
am ashamed to say anything about a ref-
ormation among Saints, but I am happy 
to think that the people called Latter-day 
Saints are striving now to obtain the Spirit 
of their calling and religion. They are just 
coming into the path, just waking up out 
of their sleep. It seems as though they are 
nearly all like babies; we are but children in 
one sense. Now let us begin, like children, 
and walk in the straight and narrow path, 
live our religion, and honor our God.

With these  remarks ,  I  pray  the
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