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taining to those trees are defiled and cor-
rupted. We have got to lay those evils
aside—to cease tampering with them,
and pursue a course that will lead to re-
generation.

Many may not know what regenera-
tion is. If I can tell you what degenera-
tion is, then I can tell you what regen-
eration is. For instance: take a quart of
the strongest alcohol, and mix ten quarts
of water with it, and you have reduced
its strength ten degrees lower than it
was; or if you mix twenty quarts of wa-
ter with it, then you have reduced it
twenty degrees below the point at which
it was. I bring this up as a comparison, to
show that the world have become degen-
erated. Upon the same principle some
are a great many degrees below zero,
that is, below the point of perfection at
which God first made us.

Some are so far from the summit they
first occupied that they cannot see it, nor
can they see our Father who lives there.
How is the quart of strong alcohol to be
restored back to its original strength? It
must go through the process by which it
was first produced, or some process for
separating it from that by which it has
been degenerated. I do not know of any
other way; and that is regeneration.

What I mean to convey is that we be-
come degenerate by receiving principles
that are less pure and perfect than the
principles of God. Some have received
the principles of the opposite, that is, of
the devil, and have been degenerating
and degenerating until they are, as it
were, 260 degrees below zero. I merely
use this figure to show you the principle
of regeneration and degeneration.

I was speaking here a few Sun-
days ago for you to multiply and in-
crease. Our generation is on the in-
crease, and is returning back towards
our Father and God. Brother Brigham
has talked here today so plain that a
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little child cannot misunderstand it. He
spoke about our Father and our God; I
believe what he has said, in fact I know
it. Often when I have been in the pres-
ence of brother Brigham, we would feel
such a buoyant spirit that when we be-
gan to talk we could not express our feel-
ings, and so, "Hallelujah," says Brigham,
"Glory to God," says I. I feel it and say it.

Some of the brethren kind of turn
their noses on one side at me when I
make such expressions, but they would
not do it if they knew God. Such ones
do not even know brothers Brigham and
Heber; if they did they would not turn
a wry face at us. I am perfectly satisfied
that my Father and my God is a cheerful,
pleasant, lively, and good-natured Being.
Why? Because I am cheerful, pleasant,
lively, and good-natured when I have His
Spirit. That is one reason why I know;
and another is—the Lord said, through
Joseph Smith, "I delight in a glad heart
and a cheerful countenance." That arises
from the perfection of His attributes; He
is a jovial, lively person, and a beautiful
man.

I cannot refer to any man of my ac-
quaintance in my life as being so much
like God as was brother Brigham's fa-
ther. He was one of the liveliest and most
cheerful men I ever saw, and one of the
best of men. He used to come and see me
and my wife Vilate almost every day, and
would sit and talk with us, and sing, and
pray, and jump, and do anything that
was good to make us lively and happy,
and we loved him. I loved him as well
as I did my own father, and a great deal
better, I believe. Thus you see that I am
not partial in my feelings. If I see a tree
bring forth better fruit than the tree I
was brought forth from I will like that
tree the best.

"31 There came then his brethren



