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a thing that was right, but what I re-

ceived an answer from Him. I know

that He lives; I know that His Son Je-

sus Christ lives; I know that the Holy

Ghost lives; and I know that the an-

gels of God live. I know that Joseph,

Hyrum, Willard, and Jedediah, and all

other good men who have died in the

faith, live and associate with those who

held the Priesthood before they did. And

they are with brother Brigham and with

us, and will be with us forever, for we

never will be separated, and I know it.

I know that, brother Brigham, just as

well as I know that I see this people to-

day; and I shall be with you, and we will

have a happy time when we meet Joseph

and Hyrum and Willard and Jedediah

and father Smith! Will not the old gen-

tleman be jolly! Yes, for he always was;

and he will be more so in proportion to

the greater light and knowledge he has.

Those are the men we are going to meet

with; also with Abraham, Isaac, and Ja-

cob, three of the old polygamists.

Do you suppose that Joseph and

Hyrum and all those good men would

associate with those ancient worthies, if

they had not been engaged in the same

practices? They had to do the works of

Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, in order to

be admitted where they are—they had

to be polygamists in order to be received

into their society. God knows that I am

not ashamed of those good men now, and

how much more I shall prize my asso-

ciate polygamists, when I am further ad-

vanced in knowledge, I do not know. I am

talking in earnest, and from the experi-

ence I have had.

I know the character of the hu-

man family and the course that many

men and women are taking; they

are making a desolation and taking a

course to bring destruction upon their

root; they are following a course that

would ultimately depopulate the earth.

All will come to that, if they do not take a

course of continual increase forever and

forever.

How long do you suppose it will take a

little man like me, though I feel perfectly

able to thrash any six common wicked

men, if I am faithful in keeping the com-

mandments of God and true all the days

of my life to my brethren, as I have been

hitherto and mean to be more so, to get

into the celestial kingdom of God with

my whole posterity, in case there should

be no obstruction? How long do you sup-

pose it will be before my posterity in-

creases to over a million? A hundred

years will not pass away before I will

become millions myself. You may go to

work and reckon it up, and twenty-five

years will not pass away before brother

Brigham and I will number more than

this whole Territory. Now, if that number

proceeds from us, I tell you our roots are

fruitful. Take away every cause of death

to those roots and nourish them and

cherish them, and they will increase and

you cannot help yourselves. In twenty-

five or thirty years we will have a larger

number in our two families than there

now is in this whole Territory, which

numbers more than seventy-five thou-

sand. If twenty-five years will produce

this amount of people, how much will be

the increase in one hundred years? We

could not number them, or if we did sum

up the amount to any given time, they

are still on the increase.

But some of you are taking a course

to spend your lives for nought, while

brother Brigham and I are becoming

like Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and the

Prophets. Why do you not be profitable

to yourselves, and put out your lives to

usury? Do you understand me? That is

the principle I love to talk about, and I

would just as soon talk about it here to-

day, before you, as in the chimney cor-

ner. Some say that I am vulgar, but I


