THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER, ETC.

and energetic in the duties pertaining
thereunto. It is eminently above all such
considerations, and only influences them,
as it does all the varied duties of life, by
lending its aid, light, and intelligence.

These are the principles which unite
us together; let us keep them warm in our
bosoms, and be alive and continue to in-
crease in the knowledge of God. Let us
strive to have our minds expand, and let
us perform our duties with an eye single to
the glory of God, and the advancement of
His cause. In this course we see our own
salvation and eternal exaltation, and find
the road we ought to travel, and we cannot
find anything outside of this worth having.
We are interested in it; it is the best invest-
ment we can make. No matter how poor a
person may be, he can be faithful and work
the work of righteousness, and it is the
poor and meek that will inherit the earth.

I ask my Heavenly Father to bless us
one and all, individually and collectively,
and to preserve us and enable us to remain
firm in the faith of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that we may not go astray but cling to the
principles of life and salvation, cleaving to
the Lord our God, serving Him with will-
ing hearts and minds perfectly, and do it
because we like to do it, being partakers of
the truth because we love it, and for the
principle’s sake, and because it is better
than anything else. It is meat, drink, cloth-
ing, and lodging to us, as well as everything
else worth having. If we will do this, we
need not fear for the future.

If we have our wives and children aris-
ing around us and multiplying greatly, let
us all be for God, and other things will
come along in their season. We sacrificed
all things when we came into this king-
dom, laid aside our former associations
in life, and left everything that pertained
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to them, regardless of the future and of
the consequences resulting therefrom, and
can we not keep on this same road, pre-
serve those feelings which filled our bos-
oms when we came into the Church and
kingdom of our God, and strip ourselves
of every earthly tie for God? We can do
this, if we are disposed. We will do it, and
I verily believe that we will get the major-
ity of this people at last. Many may turn
aside, but that makes no difference. Those
who remain faithful will get their reward,
while those who turn away will, in a time
to come, see where they have missed it.
Let me exhort you to do the works of
righteousness and be faithful in the king-
dom of God, and cleave together unto
Him with full purpose of heart, and work
the works of righteousness all your days,
and never falter and fall. I know we shall
not fall, but the kingdom will increase and
grow and spread abroad, and her stakes
will be strengthened, and her cords will
be lengthened, and the kingdoms of this
world will be broken in pieces, and become
the kingdoms of our Lord and His Christ.
We shall accomplish this work, or our chil-
dren will. The purposes of the Almighty
cannot fail; the kingdom is set up and es-
tablished, never more to be thrown down.
We are aware that the world is arrayed
against us, and has it not been so from
the beginning? But what have they been
able to accomplish against this people? If
they have driven and scattered us, they
have scattered the seed still wider, and it
will be so again. They do not know who
they are fooling with; they are fooling with
the Lord. He knows how to set up His
kingdom, and if we are submissive in
His hands, like clay in the hands of the
potter, we shall not again be scattered and
peeled. We have heretofore been driven
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