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measurably because of our unrighteous-
ness, and of our unworthiness, and God’s
inability through that cause to bless us, and
because of the wickedness of the wicked.
How soon would another persecution have
come on us I cannot say, if the people had
not turned around and sought the Lord
with penitent hearts.

I trust that persecution will be warded
off now a few years longer, and that the
blessings of the Almighty will be drawn
upon the people. I know that He delights
to bless His people, but He has to chastise
them like a parent has to chastise an un-
ruly child. These chastisements have not

hindered the rolling on of His work, for it
has rolled on with accelerated power all the
time. The people have had to suffer, more
or less, but we are in His hands, and if we
want to draw down His blessings upon us,
we must do our duty, or the chastisements
of the Almighty will be upon us again, as
in times past, for our good. They will not
impede the progress of His work, but it
will go forth with still greater accelerated
power.

May God bless us and enable us to work
the work of righteousness in His sight all
the days of our lives, for His Son’s sake.
Amen.
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UNION OF THE SAINTS—THE WORLD IS TRAINED TO BE SELFISH—
WE ARE DEPENDENT UPON CHRIST AND EACH OTHER—
INDIVIDUAL EXERTION NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH THE
PURPOSES OF GOD
A DISCOURSE BY ELDER LORENZO SNOW, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,

GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, ON SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 1857
Recorded by J. V. Long

I am not much in the habit of taking
texts, especially of late years, and more es-
pecially since the commencement of the
reformation. However, this afternoon, I
think I will take a text, as a subject for the
few remarks that I may make on this oc-
casion, and that one was presented to me
this morning when in conversation with
brother Kimball, and that text is embraced
in one word, which is Union.

I expect that a great deal might be said
on this subject, and probably a great deal
has been said, but more may yet be said,
and that which intimately concerns us at
the present time. If we would rightly un-
derstand things as they are, a more inter-
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esting subject could not be introduced at
the present time, and it embraces a great
deal more than what we should be enabled
to say in one hour, or in one day. Unless we
go into the practice of paying more attention
and more regard to the interests of others, we
shall not get along as a people, near so well as,
perhaps, many of us have been anticipating.
In the Gentile world, where the Gospel
first reached us, our manner of training,
our habits and our education, all went to
influence our minds to look after self, and
never to let our contemplations or medi-
tations go beyond that which pertained
to ourselves. In making any exertion
that would in any way tend to benefit our-
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