
in a deep channel which operates upon 
their hearts and consciences, and that 
principle emanate from God Himself? Are 
there not tangible facts connected with 
their religion and history sufficient to war-
rant this conclusion? Ye juries of nations 
consider well—weigh the subject impar-
tially—remember that life and death are in-
volved in the issue! Should there be an ex-
isting doubt in your minds, you are bound 
to give the accused the benefit of that 
doubt; and though it may not accord with 
popular practice for an attorney to be a wit-
ness in behalf of his client, yet knowing his 
innocence and the justice of his cause—the 
rectitude of his intention, the purity of his 
purpose and the general benevolence aimed 
at as the crowning climax of his exertions 
and hopes, I cannot refrain from adding 
my testimony in his behalf.

In the most pious and well-regulated 
families on earth, there are sometimes oc-
currences take place of which no member of 
that family would be proud to speak open-
ly; and which none but a foolish and silly 
member would speak. On application of 
this simile to the Church, I am silent. But

the bone and sinew of “Mormonism,” 
“Mormon” religion, faith, doctrine, and 
practice are true as God is true. Joseph 
Smith and Brigham Young, with as many 
wives as David and Solomon (leaving out 
the concubines), are men after God’s own 
heart; inspired from on high to bring forth 
the last dispensation of mercy to man—to 
remove the veil of the covering cast over all 
people, and light up a flame that will even-
tually consume the ungodly, and fill the 
earth with the knowledge and glory of our 
God; and the “serpent” cannot cast forth 
waters enough to put it out.

Gentlemen of the jury, you may shud-
der for me on account of the testimony 
which I bear, thinking that I shall have it 
to meet at the court of appeals. I am glad 
that you are thus sensitive; and allow me 
to remind you, that you also will have it to 
meet at the same tribunal! Therefore con-
sider it well; weigh the testimony and ar-
guments in favor of Zion’s cause, in a just 
and even balance, and a true verdict ren-
der; for upon your verdict hangs your own 
destiny for weal or for woe. With these re-
marks I submit the case.
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