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brethren, that same fountain increases

in me; whereas, if I were to shut it up—

to close up the vision—and keep it from

the people, it would be like the candle

lighted and put under the bushel, where

of course the want of free air would ex-

tinguish it; and if the light in me be-

comes darkness, how great is that dark-

ness! This is my explanation with regard

to the light that is in me. If I receive from

the fountain, the more I give the more I

receive. The freer I am to hand out that

which the Lord bestows on me, the bet-

ter my mind is prepared to receive more

from the fountain; that is the experience

of every individual.

Here let me say what I do know and

understand every branch of knowledge,

of wisdom, of light, of understanding. All

that I know, all that is within my organi-

zation mentally or physically, spiritually

or temporally, I have received from some

source. So it is with you. There is no

knowledge, no light, no wisdom that you

are in possession of, but what you have

received from some source. Do you think

this is true?

When will we possess knowledge, and

power, and glory, and wisdom indepen-

dently? When Jesus has finished his

work. When we have proved ourselves

worthy to be crowned, when we have

passed through all the ordeals of suffer-

ing, trials, and temptations, and proven

to our Father and our God that we are

His friends, that we will live and serve

Him, and not forsake our parents—will

not forsake our Father's house and His

precepts; when we have proven our-

selves faithful in the flesh and have gone

through the veil into the spirit world—

have done all that is required of us in

preaching to those who are in prison, and

are faithful until we receive our bodies

again—until these tabernacles which we

now occupy are resurrected and brought

again to the spirits, and the spirits to

the tabernacles, and Jesus calls on us

to come up and be crowned among the

faithful who will receive crowns of glory,

immortality, and eternal life, then we

will receive that power, knowledge, and

wisdom, and possess it as independently

as the Gods possess their power. It will

then be bequeathed to them that they

will have light within themselves. Why?

Because they have control over the ele-

ments, and it will never be until then.

We have no light, no power at

present, only what is given to us.

Brother Hyde calls it borrowing, but I

call it a free gift, or begging. The Lord's

giving does not diminish His fountain of

spirit that our philosopher brother Or-

son Pratt speaks of, that he believes

occupies universal space, or, in other

words, that universal space is filled with,

and that every particle of it is a Holy

Spirit, and that that spirit is all pow-

erful and all wise, full of intelligence

and possessing all the attributes of all

the Gods in eternity. I hardly dare say

what I think and what I know, but that

theory, though apparently very plausible

and beautiful, is not true, for it is, or

would be contradicted by the Prophets,

by Jesus and the Apostles, and by all

good men who understand the principles

of eternity, both those who have lived

and are now living on the earth. Brother

Hyde was upon this same theory once,

and in conversation with brother Joseph

Smith advanced the idea that eternity

or boundless space was filled with the

Spirit of God, or the Holy Ghost. Af-

ter portraying his views upon that the-

ory very carefully andminutely, he asked

brother Joseph what he thought of it? He

replied that it appeared very beautiful,

and that he did not know of but one se-

rious objection to it. Says brother, Hyde,

"What is that?" Joseph replied, "it is not

true."


