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seeds of death within them, and no other
men can do it. Consequently I say that
there are but few who know how to con-
trol or govern even in temporal affairs
on this earth. Then why should we have
kingdoms and thrones committed to our
charge, when we are not capacitated to
rule over them? We are now trying to
frame our lives in a way that we may
be prepared to live in a kingdom that is
eternal, and it will be just about as much
as we can do to prepare ourselves to en-
ter into that kingdom which will endure
forever, without our being made Kings
and Priests in that kingdom for some
time yet.

Can any man tell the variety of the
spirits there are? No, he cannot even tell
the variety that there is in the portion of
his dominions in which God has placed
us, on this earth upon which we live, for
we can see an endless variety on this
little spot, which is nothing but a gar-
den spot in comparison to the rest of the
kingdoms of our God. Again, you may ob-
serve the people, and you will see an end-
less variety of disposition, and an end-
less variety of physiognomy. Bring the
millions of faces before you, and where
can you find two faces precisely alike in
every point? Where can you find two
human beings precisely alike in the or-
ganization of their bodies with the spir-
its? Where can you point out two pre-
cisely alike in every particular in their
temperaments and dispositions? Where
can you find two who are so operated
upon precisely alike by a superior power
that their lives, their actions, their feel-
ings, and all pertaining to human life are
alike? I conclude that there is as great
a variety in the spiritual as there is in
the temporal world, and I think that I
am just in my conclusion.

You will see people possessed of
different spirits; but I will say to
you what I have heretofore frequently

JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

said, and what brother Joseph Smith has
said, and what the Scripture teaches,
your spirits when they came to take
tabernacles were pure and holy, and pre-
pared to receive knowledge, wisdom, and
instruction, and to be taught while in
the flesh; so that every son and daugh-
ter of Adam, if they would apply their
minds to wisdom, and magnify their call-
ings and improve upon every grace and
means given them, would have tickets
for the boxes, to use brother Hyde's fig-
ure, instead of going into the pit. There
is no spirit but what was pure and holy
when it came here from the celestial
world. There is no spirit among the hu-
man family that was begotten in hell;
none that were begotten by angels, or by
any inferior being. They were not pro-
duced by any being less than our Father
in heaven. He is the Father of our spir-
its; and if we could know, understand,
and do His will, every soul would be pre-
pared to return back into His presence.
And when they get there, they would
see that they had formerly lived there
for ages, that they had previously been
acquainted with every nook and corner,
with the palaces, walks, and gardens;
and they would embrace their Father,
and He would embrace them and say,
"My son, my daughter, I have you again;"
and the child would say, "O my Father,
my Father, I am here again."

These are the facts in the case, and
there are none ticketed for the pit, un-
less they fill up that ticket themselves
through their own misconduct. Are all
spirits endowed alike? No, not by any
means. Will all be equal in the celes-
tial kingdom? By no means. Some spir-
its are more noble than others; some
are capable of receiving more than oth-
ers. There is the same variety in the
spirit world that you behold here, yet
they are of the same parentage, of one



