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principle of strict obedience. This contrast
is encouraging to this people.

Now let me tell you that there are hun-
dreds of men and women in this com-
munity that believe they ought to repent,
but cannot find out for what, cannot tell
wherein to do differently, from what they
do, and do not know what to do. Do you
do everything you know to be right and
pleasing in the sight of God? Yes, say hun-
dreds and thousands of the people. Do
you do anything you know to be wrong?
Hundreds may reply, “We do not know
that we do, but we do not feel as though we
enjoyed as much as we should.” Hold on,
do not get away from us. If you were now
in the enjoyment of the things you have a
presentiment of in your own feelings, that
in the anxiety of your own hearts you are
longing for, if you could get all that in your
possession, you would not stay here; we
should lose you, for you would be too pure
to tarry in our society. Do not be in a hur-
ry; let us stay together and fight the devil
a little longer. Some of you think that by
next fall you must obtain all that the Elders
preach. If you do, you will go behind the
veil, and we cannot have your society.

With many, a presentiment arises in
their hearts like this, “We want some-
thing wonderful, or we must do some-
thing that we have not done. We must
revolutionize our lives; we must reform,”
but they do not know wherein. Serve
God according to the best knowledge
you have, and lay down and sleep qui-
etly; and when the devil comes along and
says, “You are not a very good Saint, you
might enjoy greater blessings and more
of the power of God, and have the vision
of your mind opened, if you would live
up to your privileges,” tell him to leave;
that you have long ago forsaken his ranks
and enlisted in the army of Jesus, who is
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your captain, and that you want no more
of the devil.

Should a sister, full of faith, happen to
lay her hands on the sick, and they thereby
be relieved in the hour of distress, then the
devil will come along and say, “Sister, I tell
you that you have more faith than brother
Brigham, brother Heber, or the Twelve.”
In such cases just tell Mr. Devil to kiss
your foot and leave, that you have no more
faith and knowledge than your Father and
God has given you; that you are not any
more or less than His child, and mean
to serve Him, and that you have broken
friendship with the devil, and therefore he
must leave forthwith. Some of you sisters
will get to thinking, “O that I knew what
to do. Brother Kimball pours it out on me
and tells me to repent; brother Brigham
pours it on me, and brother Hyde and oth-
ers, and they tell me that I am not half so
good as I should be.” Hold on, do not get
so nervous that you cannot eat your bread
and meat.

We have Zion in our view in her perfec-
tion, as you have. Do you know how you
looked on Zion when you first embraced
the Gospel? You thought there would be no
more trial, no more sorrow or vexation of
spirit; that everybody would do right, and
that there would be no more wrong; that if
you once reached the gathering place, there
your souls would be full of glory, and you
expected that you could then sit and “sing
yourself away to everlasting bliss.” You
have to go through the smut mill, in order
to be made clean; then you have to be win-
nowed, then ground, and then go through
the bolt; and in this operation a good many
will actually “bolt.” There are many pretty
good men who want to go to California
and to the States; they have felt the effect
of the boltings. You have come here,
and many have undergone a great
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