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privilege of seeing Jesus, Peter, James,

and the rest of the ancient Apostles,

and of hearing them preach the Gospel.

I have also seen those who rebelled

against them, and they still had a rebel-

lious spirit, fighting against God and His

servants.

Brother Wells has been explaining

to you the spirit of apostasy that is

apt to possess persons when they feel

that they have been injured by any of

their brethren. Doubtless some have felt

grieved and hurt with some of my re-

marks. During last week several men

came to me to make confessions for hav-

ing talked about me, because I was too

hard upon them in this stand. I told

them that they had not injured me, be-

cause they were not partaking of the sap

and spirit of the vine, while they were

finding fault with me. If they had been,

I should have felt the effects of it. When

faulting me they were the branches that

had withered, and the sap, the nour-

ishment, was not in them, for while in-

dulging in those feelings it had with-

drawn to Him who gave it.

Of course their conduct would not af-

fect me much, but would affect them

at the junction of that branch with the

vine, or of that limb with the tree.

They did not hurt me; and I told them

to make their consciences clear by go-

ing and making a confession to those

that they had talked to against me, and

whose minds they had perhaps preju-

diced against me.

I mention this to show you that you

need not come to me, not one of you who

have talked against me; but acknowl-

edge to your God and those that you have

injured, for you have not injured me, nor

brother Brigham, nor brother Wells, be-

cause you cannot get high enough to do

it. You cannot reach higher than your

length, and if your length does not reach

high enough, you cannot reach us. It is

the spirit of apostasy, when anyone takes

that course, as brother Wells has said.

I knew brother Wells in Nauvoo be-

fore he came into this Church, and apos-

tates and wicked men used to go to him

and to Lewis Robison, and tell them ev-

erything they knew or imagined to be

transpiring in regard to this people. Do

those characters take the same course

here? Yes, Mr. Bell and Mr. Gerrish

know everything that is done, almost, if

not quite as well as you know it. They

are hearing things all the time, and from

whom? From those who profess to be our

brethren.

Have I any ill feeling towards Mr.

Gerrish or Mr. Bell? No, for they have

been our friends all the time. But have

all who have come here been our friends?

No, they have not. There are several who

would destroy brother Brigham, brother

Daniel, and myself in a moment, if they

had the power. How does this feeling

come about? Through the apostates in

our midst. They go to work to destroy

men and women, and to make them-

selves reckless and miserable. This is

their condition.

Many men and women unfold every-

thing they know and can think of, and

that too, while professing to be good

Saints. Have they injured me or brother

Brigham? No, for they cannot reach us,

they cannot destroy us. They can only

destroy the house that we live in, or our

tabernacles, and shall not we hold the

Priesthood hereafter? Yes, we shall hold

it forever.

If you will hearken to the teachings

of brother Woodruff, brother Franklin,

brother Samuel, and brother Wells, you

will also receive my words; and if you

will receive my words, you will receive

brother Brigham's; and if you will re-

ceive his, you will also receive brother

Joseph's, and so on until you get back to

the root, or to the tree, or to the trunk

from whence that Priesthood came.

Should you go into Iron County,


