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every member in every family throughout
all our borders.

I have been trying to tell you how you
may raise children to hold the Priesthood
and be holy unto the Lord; and if all would
take a right and proper course in regard
to rearing children, from the commence-
ment until they are grown up, and not
take a course to weary the tree while it is
maturing fruit, many would do far better
than they now do. Many who have but one
wife, and several of those who have more
than one, take a course to excite adultery,
and what is much worse, they often take
that course at the most improper and un-
wise times, and thereby seriously injure
their offspring. If husbands and wives will
pursue a righteous course in this matter,
their children will be much less subject to
lustful desires, and will enter into the holy
bonds of matrimony with a view to keep
the commandment and raise up a pure
posterity. For this purpose God has insti-
tuted the plurality of wives.

How I would like to talk to you in the
plainest way that the Spirit dictates to me,
but the delicacies and wickedness of the
corrupt and ungodly cannot bear it. I want
you to have a reformation, for God is work-
ing upon me. I wanted to stay at home this
morning, but I could not; I had to come
here to talk to you. The world judge broth-
er Brigham and me as they do themselves,
and some of you judge us in the same way.
I wish to just touch upon this, for the world
do not believe in our religion, still they take
the liberty of judging us, and they judge us,
as some of you do, according to the glasses,
or microscopes which they have. This is not
the right way, for there are but few men
who hold their ages as brother Brigham and
I. Whereas if we took the course that those
do who thus unjustly judge us, we should
have been old long ago.
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Some of you are living in adultery or
in the spirit of adultery. And some have
wives that do not bear children. Why don’t
you let them alone? Why don’t you take a
course to regenerate, and not to degener-
ate?

How do you suppose I feel? As I live,
and as the Lord lives, I will defend the
oil and the wine; and they will be blest
with the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, and with all the blessings of the
fathers clear back through all generations
and dispensations; all these blessings will
rest upon them. I care not whether it be
men or women who live the religion of
the everlasting Gospel, nor whether they
be Americans, English, Scotch, Dutch,
Danes, or inhabitants of any other nation,
for all such persons have my blessing and
my good feelings. I am not national nor
sectional, and God forbid that I should be,
for I have that Spirit that delighteth in the
welfare and salvation of the human family.
And when I have that Spirit about me, can
I be national? You never knew that feeling
to be in me, for I abhor it. I will not bow
my head to that national spirit, nor to any
spirit that is not of God.

Cultivate the principles I have tried to
lay before you, for I have done this for
your good, for your happiness and salva-
tion. I have endeavored to let you know
that we must become one, or we never
shall be connected to that vine or tree
that I have spoken of. Everything will be
saved that cleaves to the vine; but if you
are not connected to the vine, you cannot
be saved. That vine is like a cable which
reaches within the veil, and the Father has
hold of it.

The Twelve Apostles sprang from Jesus in
his day, and Joseph sprang from them, and
brother Brigham, myself, and others, sprang
from brother Joseph, and if we cleave together,
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