OUR RELATIVES, ETC.

how can any of us be lost? We never shall
be. But do not jump onto the car and
ride, instead of trying to do something to
help keep the car in motion. Do not jump
on, as did some women who crossed the
Plains last season. They jumped onto the
handcart and made the men draw them,
until the men died.
The true seed

of the house of
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Israel are coming out of the world, and
the Saints are shut up in the mountains
to learn and practice those principles
which pertain to salvation in the celes-
tial kingdom of our God, and my prayer
is that we may be enabled to accomplish
the gathering of Israel and the redemp-
tion of Zion. Amen.
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I am not in the habit of taking a text,
when I preach to the Saints; but I will
quote a portion of Scripture, and offer a
few remarks upon it.

It is recorded, concerning the Sav-
ior Matthew xii. 46-50, that "While
he yet talked to the people, behold his
mother and his brethren stood without,
desiring to speak with him. Then one
said unto him, Behold thy mother and
thy brethren stand without, desiring to
speak with thee. But he answered and
said unto him that told him, Who is my
mother? and who are my brethren? And
he stretched forth his hand towards his
disciples, and said, Behold my mother
and my brethren! For whosoever shall do
the will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother."

The Savior's reply to the questions,

"Who is my mother? and who are my
brethren?" is fraught with a principle
that is very little noticed by many. 1
frequently hear the brethren, and you
may hear both them and the sisters, in
the prayer meetings, where they have
a privilege of speaking, say, "I have not
a father, mother, brother, sister, uncle,
aunt, first nor second cousin, nor any rel-
ative whatever in this Church." Do you
not hear such expressions made by the
Saints? Yes; and I sometimes here them
from this stand.

Whether to the understanding of
his hearers at that time, or whether
to ours, those questions were correctly
answered by our Savior in the obser-
vation, "For whosoever shall do the
will of my Father which is in heaven,
the same is my brother, and sister,
and mother." So far as I am con-
cerned, I do not claim relationship



