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then live it, or if any of my living

brothers and sisters would not, I would

rather meet a Saint who was a beggar

in the streets and bid him welcome to

my house, than to receive a visit from

any of my unbelieving connections, even

though they had the wealth of the Indies.

I was brought to this test in my own feel-

ings, in the first of my experience in this

Church.

Here are our fathers, mothers, broth-

ers and sisters. And perhaps it would be

strictly correct to say that we have fa-

thers in the Gospel, spiritual Fathers, for

the Apostle Paul called Timothy, whom

he brought into the Church, his "own son

in the faith," and charged him to "be gen-

tle unto all men, apt to teach, patient;"

to be careful, cautious, with regard to

the people that believed in Jesus Christ;

to learn the disposition and the nature

of the people, that he might understand

himself and those he taught; and alluded

to others that were traveling and preach-

ing; building up Churches, or presiding

over them after they were built up.

Looking at the conduct of many, yea,

very many, as we can see it exhibited

in this our day, they want the mastery,

the influence, the power. They want to

be able to say to the people, "Do this or

do that," and have no objections raised.

They would have the people obey their

voice, and yet they do not know how to

gain the affections of the people; they

do not understand the dispositions of the

people.

Paul observed the same difficulty in

his day. Many Elders were preaching

and presiding, who were ignorant, aspir-

ing, and tyrannical, and but few of them

treated the people as kind and benevo-

lent fathers treat their children. There

were not many fathers, but there was a

disposition to be "many masters," as we

see here.

The most of our Elders want to

be obeyed, as strictly as you are taught

by them from this stand that this people

ought to obey brother Heber, or brother

Brigham; as strictly as they preach to

you to obey our counsel. I do not threaten

you much; No. If I have not wisdom and

power to gain the influence necessary for

me to wield in the midst of this people,

without cursing them, without telling

them that they and their substance shall

be cursed, and that if they do not do

as I say they shall go to hell—without

threatening the people all the time with

my judgments and the judgments of the

Almighty—I say, let Brigham sink a lit-

tle lower, and get into the field where I

can find my true level, where I can be

made more useful.

You never hear me plead with nor

threaten the people much, nor chastise

them often and severely for not obeying

my counsel. Is it right that others should

do so? Yes, it is all right, if they are so

disposed; I have no fault to find with re-

gard to others urging the people to obey

counsel. But if I do not give the Saints

and others the counsel of the Almighty,

and that too by the Spirit of my mission,

they are at liberty to dictate me, or to

correct me in every error I commit; and

certainly I should commit great errors,

if I did not enjoy and have the Spirit of

my mission, and counsel according to the

will of the Lord. If all who are called to

responsible stations would look at them-

selves precisely as they are, I will ven-

ture that we would have many more fa-

thers than we now have, and fewer mas-

ters to drive the people.

As I have frequently said to the

brethren, stop, hold on. If you have

sheep and have become a shepherd in

the fold of Christ, you must bear in

mind that you must know your sheep,

and that then they will know you,

that is, if you have got sheep. Per-

haps some of you are nursing a flock


