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of goats, and do not know the difference.

But if you actually have a flock of sheep,

you should, instead of hallooing, "Shoo,

shoo, shoo, get out of the way," and in-

stead of driving them, take a course that

when they hear your voice they may be-

gin to bleat and run for their shepherd,

because he has a little salt for them.

When the sheep hear the voice of a good

shepherd they expect to hear the words

of life; and everyone that has the knowl-

edge of God will know and understand

that such a shepherd is acting in his

duty, and they will walk up to his coun-

sels and example. Do all the shepherds

take a wise course? No, and the reasons

have been told here enough times.

Elders of Israel and Bishops, be fa-

thers, and take a course by which you

will win the affections of the people.

How? With your silken lips? No, no; but

with the fear of the Almighty. Do you

know that men and women of God love

truth? They do not love sophistry, it is

an abomination to them. When men are

smooth as oil, with a smile always upon

their countenances, as some Elders have,

to gain an influence, the love people have

for such men is rotten, is without founda-

tion; and in the day of trouble, when they

need a foundation in their people, they

will find that it will fall to the ground,

and that the people will pass by them

and say, "We do not know those men." Let

your influence and your power be gained

by the power of the Lord Almighty, by

the Holy Ghost sent down from heaven,

and see that you have within you a well

of water, springing up to everlasting life.

Then when your brethren and sisters

come around you they will drink at that

fountain, and say, "We are one with you."

You hear the Elders teaching the

people to try and have confidence

in God, and saying, "Do have confi-

dence in the ordinances of the house

of God; brethren and sisters try and live

your religion; try and have confidence

in your religion; have confidence in your

God; have confidence in the Elders of Is-

rael, that lead you; have confidence in

your Bishops and other presiding offi-

cers, &c."

You know that almost every man

who becomes a public speaker uses cer-

tain peculiar words to convey particu-

lar ideas, selects a vocabulary and ar-

rangement more or less peculiar to him-

self, thereby causing that great variety of

style observed in speakers and writers. I

have mine, which is peculiar to me. Did

you ever see a man who had such a pecu-

liar vocabulary as brother Heber has? I

never did. Orson Hyde has a mode of ex-

pression peculiar to himself, and so has

every public speaker. My use of language

is good to me; and though others may use

different words to convey the same ideas,

let me give out those ideas in my own

style, according to my understanding.

Now to return to those teachings by

the Elders, in such cases I would say to

my dear brethren, to those who are of

the household of faith, try to get a little

confidence in yourselves, and then try to

live so as to have confidence in your God.

Ask even an infidel whether he believes

that the wonder workings of nature, the

strange phenomena which he sees and

cannot account for, are produced, and he

will answer, "Yes, I know they are." Do

you know that men, women, and chil-

dren are healed? Yes, you know they

are. You behold those remarkable phe-

nomena, though you cannot fully account

for them. You believe in a great many

things which you do not understand, but

do you believe in yourselves? No, that is

the grand difficulty with everyone of us.

I will take my own experience.

When men and women bring their sick

to me, if I had the power I would

heal all that should be healed. And


