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not say any such thing, but left the sen-

tence with a word understood at each

end of it, or a sort of conjunction dis-

junctive at each side of it. I thought at

the time that many would understand

brother Heber as saying that Joseph was

resurrected, and I take this opportu-

nity to correct that misunderstanding.

Joseph is not resurrected; and if you will

visit the graves you will find the bodies

of Joseph and Hyrum yet in their rest-

ing place. Do not be mistaken about that;

they will be resurrected in due time.

Jesus had a work to do on the earth.

He performed his mission, and then was

slain for his testimony. So it has been

with every man who has been foreor-

dained to perform certain important mis-

sions. Joseph truly said, "No power can

take away my life, until my work is

done." All the powers of earth and hell

could not take his life, until he had com-

pleted the work the Father gave him to

do; until that was done, he had to live.

When he died he had a mission in the

spirit world, as much so as Jesus had.

Jesus was the first man that ever went

to preach to the spirits in prison, hold-

ing the keys of the Gospel of salvation

to them. Those keys were delivered to

him in the day and hour that he went

into the spirit world, and with them he

opened the door of salvation to the spir-

its in prison.

Compare those inhabitants on the

earth who have heard the Gospel in

our day, with the millions who have

never heard it, or had the keys of sal-

vation presented to them, and you will

conclude at once as I do, that there

is an almighty work to perform in the

spirit world. Joseph has not yet got

through there. When he finishes his

mission in the spirit world, he will be

resurrected, but he has not yet done

there. Reflect upon the millions and

millions of people that have lived and

died without hearing the Gospel on the

earth, without the keys of the king-

dom. They were not prepared for celes-

tial glory, and there was no power that

could prepare them without the keys of

this Priesthood.

They must go into prison, both Saints

and sinners. The good and bad, the righ-

teous and the unrighteous must go to the

house of prison, or paradise, and Jesus

went and opened the doors of salvation

to them. And unless they lost the keys

of salvation on account of transgression,

as has been the case on this earth, spir-

its clothed with the Priesthood havemin-

istered to them from that day to this.

And if they lost the keys by transgres-

sion, someone who had been in the flesh,

Joseph, for instance, had to take those

keys to them. And he is calling one after

another to his aid, as the Lord sees he

wants help.

Jedediah is not asleep, his spirit is

not dead, he is not idle; neither is

Willard idle, asleep, or dead. Joseph

needed them there, also brother Whit-

ney, and all the rest of the faithful who

have departed in our day; and he is now

anxious to get a few more of the faithful

Elders to assist him in the great labors

in the prison house. He is there attend-

ing to the business of his mission; and if

they did lose the keys of the Priesthood

in the spirit world, as they have formerly

done on the earth, Joseph has restored

those keys to the spirits in prison, so

that we who now live on the earth in the

day of salvation and redemption for the

house of Israel and the house of Esau,

may go forth and officiate for all who died

without the Gospel and the knowledge of

God.

Brother Heber did not say that

Joseph was resurrected, though I was

satisfied that many of the hearers would

draw such a conclusion. As quick as

Joseph finishes his mission in the spirit

world he will be resurrected.

I do not know that any news would


